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How many HIV-positive students?
Don’t ask the University of Botswana

-- By Lopang Rankgomo

At a time when students ur-
gently need to understand
their risk of HIV/AIDS,

the university office responsible
for campus statistics on the virus
was less than forthcoming about

sharing them with students and
the UB Horizon.

The coordinator of the UB
Health and Wellness Centre said
the centre doesn’t know how
many students have tested posi-
tive in the university. Mosarwa
Segwabe said her office did not

keep statistics.
“The Tebelopele people who

offer testing here are the ones who
keep statistics, and I am skeptical
if they will just give the media the
statistics, more so that you are just
a student,” said Segwabe. The sec-
retary to the coordinator said ear-

lier that the centre did have the
statistics, and the coordinator was
the one who kept them.

Students say they want to
know how bad the HIV/AIDS rate
is on campus.

“Knowing one’s HIV/AIDS
status is a passport to life,” says
Kenanalo Motupu, a second-year
UB student. “It is also important
for the university to know the sta-
tistics of how many students have
tested and how many have not. In
fact, I believe that the nation at
large needs to be constantly re-
minded of how the scourge of the
disease is affecting it by con-
stantly being given statistics.”

According to the
UNAIDS/World Health Organiza-
tion Report on the Global AIDS
Epidemic for 2006, Botswana is
one of the countries hardest hit by
the HIV/AIDS pandemic in Sub-
SaharanAfrica, with an estimated
24 percent of its residents living
with the virus.

The University of Botswana,
which is the highest institution of
learning in the country, is not im-
mune from the disease. In spite of
this, the people working with
HIV/AIDS in the university could
not answer the questions, “How

many UB students have tested
HIV-positive?” and, “How serious
is the risk of infection on cam-
pus?’

Phillimon Gabatlhokomelwe,
former public relations officer of
the Students Against HIV AIDS
(SAHA), a student organization
that works to fight HIV/AIDS,
says he has difficulty understand-
ing why statistics are so hard to
come by in the university.

“Even SAHAmembers have a
hard time getting statistics. The
members of the executive com-
mittee are the ones who usually
get access to them, but if you are
someone of a lesser position, you
might really have a hard time get-
ting them,” he said. He added that
even when the executive commit-
tee have statistics, they are not at
liberty to share all of them with
the student community.

“There are those statistics we
have the liberty to give out as
SAHA, for instance as to how
many males or females have
tested, but we are not at liberty to
give like how many have tested
positive or not,” he said.
Phillimon said that even though

-- See page 4

By Veronica Billie Motlhagodi

Adefemi Adeyemi had only
spent about 30 minutes in
the library, but when he

came out, his bag was nowhere to
be found.

“I left it outside the library
against my better judgment,” said
the first-year, off-campus student.
“It was only 1:30 p.m.” The bag
contained two library books and
some other notes, he said.

“I’m so desperately in need. I
don’t care about the bag; but the
library books - I’m going to pay a
lot for them,” he said. He recov-
ered his lab report notes on four
days after they were stolen. “A
friend of mine found them around
some boys’ hostels,” he said.

During the same month,
Boikanyo Mokgweetsi, a third-
year student also living off cam-
pus, lost his bag in front of the
library. He said he did not report
his loss.

This semester alone, the Uni-
versity of Botswana General Offi-
cer, Steve Seribe, estimated that
more than 60 cases of bags lost in
front of the library have been re-
ported.

“Last year we used to receive
more than three complaints a day.
Possibly many have been unre-
ported,” he said.

Off-campus students are espe-
cially at risk because many do not
have lockers where they could
leave their bags, Seribe said.

The situation started after the

library sent out a message to the
student community barring the
carrying of bags into the library
due to the increasing incidents of
theft of library books.

Edwin Qobose, deputy direc-
tor of library customer and exten-
sion services, said the sign was
put up he first semester of 2006 by
UB Security. Restriction of bags
goes as far back as the history of
the new library, (which dates back
to 2000). Bags have never been al-
lowed, but students have always
been going into the library with
their bags because “people might
have probably been lax,” he said.

The security measure
was put into effect “because of the
spate of theft that incurred. That
was the period when we lost com-

puter mice and memory disks, so I
guess that should have been laxity
on the side of security. The secu-
rity measure was put in effect to
try and curb or try and prevent
theft because if you have a bag
then it would be easy to smuggle

out a book, not even to mention
that some people actually tore off
papers and put them in their exer-
cise books,” he said.

-- See page 2
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Mosarwe Segwabe, Coordinator of the Health and Wellness Centre, in her office on campus. She denied having
the HIV statistics for the university at her disposal.
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The sign prohibiting students to leave their back packs in front of the li-
brary. Students have often been left with no alternative but to defy this in-
struction.

Photo by Kabelo Kgwarapi

INDEX News.......................1-13
Student Life................. 5
Politics..........................6

Opinion........................ 7
Sport......................15-16
Entertainment............ 14

Watch for www.ubhorizon.com
April 4

Vol 1 Issue 1 Wednesday, March 21, 2007 P2.00



By Gothataone Moeng

Micere Ngatia’s frustra-
tion is visible. The
fourth-year Bachelor of

Information Management student
still remembers a lecturer she had
in her third year.

“The lecturer was never
teaching. She would just give us
projects as homework. No revi-
sion, no nothing. And it was a
project that took a huge percent-
age of our continuous assess-
ment,” she said. Ngatia said she
and the rest of her disgruntled
classmates consulted on a way to
assess the lecturer at the end of
the semester.

“We thought she would be
reprimanded, and told the stu-
dents are saying this,” Ngatia
said.The Students Evaluation of
Courses and Teaching (SECAT)
forms are meant to provide a way
in which students like Ngatia can
assess their lecturers and courses.
According to the Teaching and
Learning Department’s objectives
on their webpage, these forms are
supposed to “boost the quality of
teaching and learning at the uni-
versity by building, improving
and enhancing the teaching and
technical skills of academic staff
members.”

According to a paper titled
“Students’ Evaluation of Lectur-
ers at the University of Botswana:
Some Contending Policy Impli-
cations,” written by Baakile Mot-
shegwa and Dr. Isaac N. Obasi,
UB has “implemented the policy
on student evaluation of lecturers
for some reasonable length of

time now.” However, the au-
thors of the paper, which was pre-
sented at the Political and
Administrative Studies seminar
series in 2006, conceded that
“from the students’ point of view,
questions are still varied about
relevance of the evaluation as a

quality assurance measure.”
Thabeah Motubudi, a third-

year student in the Department of
Library and Information Studies,
said he is skeptical about the
value of SECAT forms.

“I don’t think they are being
used at all. I think it’s just a for-
mality,” Motubudi said. “We have
had the same lecturers every se-
mester since first year. There are
no improvements despite our

evaluations.”
FlorenceAdam, a second-year

student reading for a Bachelor’s
Degree in Social Work, said she
feels the forms would be more ef-
fective if students were given
feedback or if they saw some ac-
tion being taken. Justice Motlha-
bani, a third-year Media Studies
student, said he also has become
skeptical about the usefulness of
the forms.“I used to care when I
did first year. I used to think they
would go to somebody who could
make changes,” he said.

Most of the students inter-
viewed said they only have a
vague idea of where SECAT
forms go when they leave the
classroom.

“They are taken to department
secretaries. I don’t know where
they go after that,” said Ling
Monnaatshipi, a student in the
Faculty of Humanities.
Dr. Colin Barron, the new

deputy director of the Teaching
and Learning Department which
administers the forms, said that
from the classroom the forms are

taken to a departmental coordina-
tor of SECAT forms. The coordi-
nator takes them to the teaching
and learning staff, who analyze
the forms and compile results of
their findings. The findings are
then sent to the head of each de-
partment who should give the re-
sults to each lecturer. According
to Barron, the whole process
takes about three months.

“Each lecturer should act on
the results they get, modify their
courses,” Barron said. “Obvi-
ously if they are major problems,
the head of department should
step in.” However, Professor Neil
Parsons, lecturer in the Depart-
ment of History, said that the re-
sults are so late in coming that it
is difficult to implement the
changes suggested by students.
Professor Parsons said the results
never take less than nine months
to be given back to lecturers.
“By the time you get the results,
it’s too late to do anything about
them,” he said.

Professor David Kerr, head of
the Media Studies Department,
said when he came to UB in
2005, it took almost a year for the
results to be returned. “But in the
last two semesters, for the Media
Department at least, they came
promptly at the beginning of the
next semester,” he said.

Barron said lecturers should
only modify their teaching and
their courses if it is necessary,
bearing in mind that SECAT feed-
back comes from students, who
are not experts.

Some students say they think
their SECAT comments are not
taken seriously. Monnaatshipi
said he believes that the forms are
not taken seriously by either the
academic staff or the students.

“First of all, the people re-
sponding don’t take the questions
seriously, therefore the staff can’t
take the evaluations seriously,” he

said.
Kgalalelo Tshipayagae, a

Post Graduate Diploma in Educa-
tion student, agrees.
“When you don’t like a lecturer,
you just give him or her low
marks,” she said. “You don’t rate
them according to the quality of
the teaching that they deliver.”
Professor Parsons said that you
can tell that students don’t take
SECAT forms seriously by the
kind of comments they make.

“They write irrelevant com-
ments such as “she should change
her hairstyle” or “we should get
more money for our food,’” Par-
sons said. He added that students
are understandably bored by the
questionnaire.“We all consider it
rather boring, unnecessary and
impractical.”

SECAT forms are supposed to
be an improvement on Students’
Assessment of Staff (SAS) forms,
which, according to Motshegwa
and Dr. Obasi, were not as “com-
prehensive” as the present forms.
The present forms are divided
into three sections on two pages.
The first section seeks to assess
the lecturer’s teaching. The sec-
ond section helps students evalu-
ate the course by rating in a

five-point scale. The third section
provides space for students to
write in their own words what
they liked most about the teacher
and the course, and lets them sug-
gest ways in which both the lec-
turer’s teaching and the course
could be improved.

Barron said he believes that
one of the reasons that students
don’t take the forms seriously is
because they have too many
forms to fill from each course. On
average, one UB student takes six
courses in a semester, and every
student has to evaluate each
course and lecturer for that partic-
ular semester. Barron said that he
would like to make some changes
to SECAT forms, such as making
the questionnaire shorter, and
have students select the courses
they can assess in a semester.
“Maybe two courses in a semes-
ter,” he said.

According to Kerr, SECAT
forms are currently under review.
He said a revised version is being
discussed at departmental meet-
ings and by the Faculty Appoint-
ment and Promotions Review
Committee.

Evaluation forms not effective

The security notice in front of
the library reads: “NO BAGS
MUST BE LEFT UNAT-
TENDED IN FRONT OF THE
LIBRARYAREA.” More than 20
bags lay by the library area, with
no one attending to any of them.

Students said they have no
choice but to leave the bags out-
side when they are going into the
library.

“The school authority doesn’t
provide adequate lockers for us.
Besides, it’s not possible to come
to school without a bag. I stay far,
so I have to come with books
every day,” Adeyemi said. Mokg-
weetsi said that because he stays
in Lobatse, he has to bring all the
books he needs for all his classes.

“I can’t carry them on my
hands because they are heavy, so I
have to carry a bag,” he said.

Seabe Lekgowe, a fourth-year
off-campus student, said, “I know
I am taking a risk, but what can I
do?” he asked, shrugging his
shoulders. He added that he feels
the library personnel do not care
about students’ welfare.

“They don’t care where we
leave our valuables,” he said.

Qobose said it is untrue that
they are not interested in students’
welfare because they are doing
what they could to sort out the
problem.

“It is an unfortunate statement,

because if we were not interested
we would not have approached
the DVC Student Affairs and
DVC Administration to address
the concerns of students,” he said.

Mbiganyi Chororo, a registry
officer at UB security, said there
is not much officers can do for the
students because “there is a clear
notice that bags should not be left
unattended in front of the library.”
He said they deal only with “seri-
ous cases” in which a bag had
contained money and a cell phone
and library books. He said they in-
vestigated only four serious cases
last semester. Only one person
was caught, he said.

“Lately, not many people
come to report their lost bags be-
cause they know that they are not
allowed to leave them outside the
library,” Chororo said. Adeyemi
said he did not report his loss to
the security office.

“When I lost the bag, the first
thing I did was to notify the li-
brary security. They told me to go
report only the library books at the
security offices because as for the
bag, I had put it there at my own
risk,” Adeyemi said.

Chororo said some bags are
stolen, while some are taken acci-
dentally by people who confuse
them for their own.

He said it is easy for someone
to steal a bag because people will

casually pick a bag and go away.
Usually thieves will be looking for
such things as cell phones, cash,
CDs and other gadgets.

“Most recovered stolen bags
are found in the boys’ toilets,
while some are found in empty
classrooms and others in hidden
areas by either cleaners or stu-
dents,” he said.

The bags will be taken to the
security building where students
can come to collect them, he said.

When a person comes to claim
the bag, “We will ask them what
the bag looked like and what it
contained, and if the description
fits, we give it to them,” Chororo
said. He added that if a person was
caught for stealing, he or she is
taken to the police, where a case
is opened against them and they
are ultimately taken to the custom-
ary courts.

The SRC acknowledged that
the situation is worrisome. There
are not enough lockers for off-
campus students, and that is why
they just leave their bags in front
of the library, SRC Secretary Gen-
eral Lesilo Fane said. There are
approximately 1,145 lockers on
campus, and this includes dam-
aged ones. There are 945 lockers
at the student centre, approxi-
mately 100 by the library and ap-
proximately another 100 by the
staff cafeteria near the Humanities

block.
Fane said the SRC wants to

implement a parcel counter where
students could leave their bags
when going into the library. A se-
curity officer could guard the
bags. He said the idea has not yet
got off the ground because “the li-
brary service hasn’t shown inter-
est.”

Qobose however, said that it is
not a matter of lack of interest but
rather a matter that is not their re-
sponsibility

“It’s a role of Student Welfare
who are responsible for the wel-
fare of students,” he said.

Qobose said that they have
“repeatedly” asked the Student
Welfare to take care of the bag sit-
uation, but they keep saying that
the Library is responsible. “We
have talked to them as recent as
January, but they keep saying “no
it’s the library.” So, unfortunately,
when the camels fight who suf-
fers? The customers. That is most
unfortunate,” he said.

Students also worry about
being searched when going into
the library.

“Men are not searched be-
cause they don’t bring bags,” said
Qobose. `’ Ladies for one reason
or the other insist on bringing their
bags, so if you choose to do that,
you will be subjected to that
search. If it’s invasion of a per-

son’s privacy, it’s unfortunate, but
it’s all in the interest of ensuring
that what you bring in to the li-
brary is not going to cause dam-
age or be harmful to books,” he
said. He added that only female
security officers search female
students.

As for the males who could
easily smuggle in things, Qobose
said that it was up to the library
security to ensure that people do
not bring in the library what is not
allowed.

The implementation of a par-
cel counter will be very welcome,
as off-campus students would not
suffer anymore, students said.
“We wouldn’t even mind paying
for it, if it means our stuff would
be protected,” third-year student
Kedibone Rebaone said.

Qobose said that they are cur-
rently working at improving
communication between the li-
brary and the students “by form-
ing a student library liaison
committee” with the SRC Minis-
ter of Academic Affairs as a rep-
resentative. He added that at
present there are two UB stu-
dents who are trying to start the
parcel counter system “but un-
fortunately it has not taken off
yet,” he said.

Should the situation remain
unsolved, Gothataone Moeng a
fourth year student said,“We
would have no choice but to con-
tinue leaving our bags in front of
the library when we need to go in
the library.”

Library security policy continued from page 1...

“By the time
you get the re-
sults, it’s too late
to do anything
about them.” Prof.
Neil Parsons

Prof. Neil Parsons, Department of History
Photo by Gothataone Moeng
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By Cheryl Ntumy

For the typical Motswana,
evaluating the risk of contracting
HIV is an exercise in frustration,
experts say. Depending on what
you read, one in three Batswana
carry the virus. Or is the number
half as high?

What is at stake in this num-
bers game is the public’s percep-
tion of the risk of their contracting
the virus. Those interviewed for
this story said they believed the
numbers could influence people’s
sexual judgment.

“Already young people ques-
tion a lot of things, especially sex-
ual and reproductive health
issues,” said Mpho Podisi, a social
worker in the maternity ward and
Infectious Disease Control Centre
at Princess Marina Hospital.
“They tend to think they are being
lied to, being denied pleasure.”
She said this distrustful attitude
contributes to the high rate of HIV
infection in young people.

“I work with teen mothers,”
she said, “and most of them don’t
use condoms.” She said the youth
have a carefree attitude towards
HIV/AIDS, and might use the
confusion over statistics to justify
irresponsible sexual habits.

The experts said that despite
the media debate, there is no sig-
nificant disagreement .

According to Enole Ditsheko,
Principal Public Relations Officer
for the National AIDS Coordinat-
ingAgency (NACA), 17.1 percent
of the population is HIV positive.
The number was obtained through
the second Botswana AIDS Im-
pact Survey in 2004.

Boga Fidzani, head of the
Monitoring and Evaluation Divi-
sion for the African Comprehen-
sive HIV/AIDS Partnerships, said,
“It’s the only survey done in this
country that covered the whole
population.” However, he stresses
that the figure is a “very crude es-
timate.”

The UNAIDS/World Health
Organization Report on the

Global AIDS Epidemic for 2006
gave the estimated adult (ages 15
to 49) prevalence rate for 2005 as
24.1 percent. NACA reported that
their figure for the same age group
was 25.3 percent in 2005.

The Sunday Standard ran an
article in its Jan. 21 edition focus-
ing on differences in results. In the
article, Batho Molomo, Chief of
NACA, was reported as express-
ing grave concern over UNAIDS
statistics.

“Common thinking,”accord-
ing to the article, is that certain
agencies “bloat Botswana’s HIV
figures” in order to attract funding
from international donors. The re-
port was supplemented by an edi-
torial referring to UNAIDS
statistics as “crazy.”

People disagree about whether
international agencies intention-

ally pad the numbers to increase
their funding.

Mrs K. More, a lecturer in the
Department of Nursing at the Uni-
versity of Botswana, said the ac-
cusations against UNAIDS are “a
speculation.” More lectures a
course on HIV/AIDS Prevention
and Control in Botswana. She
added, however, that there is “no
smoke without fire.”

Fidzani explained how the
controversy began at a media
breakfast.

“Basically we were wanting to
improve our relationship with the
media,” he said. The issue of sta-
tistics came up, and Molomo said
NACA could only account for its
own statistics, Fidzani said,
adding that the media used that

statement to write the commen-
tary. He said that the local media
tend to consult international
sources instead of coming to
NACA.

Wayne Gill, a monitoring and
evaluation advisor for UNAIDS,
said all numbers go through
NACA.

“The reality,” he said, “is that
the figures come from the same
source.”

Fidzani explains that different
models are used to estimate the
statistics, and conclusions are
drawn based on information sub-
mitted by AIDS programmes.

“You basically assume a lot of
things,” said Fidzani.

Gill agreed.
“It’s not an exact science,” he

said. “When you use different
models, you get different results.”

Ditsheko said UNAIDS stud-
ies focus on pregnant women vis-
iting antenatal clinics. NACA, he
said, conducts surveys to find out
how many people are infected,
then takes the total number of peo-
ple infected and determines the
prevalence of the virus across so-
ciety.

The antenatal study results
were responsible for much of the
apparent conflict in prevalence
rates, said Dr J.P. Kip, a general
practitioner at Botswana Adven-
tist Medical Services.

“Some of us think there’s a
misunderstanding,” Kip said. He
said that some of the percentages
presented by UNAIDS from sur-
veys done on pregnant women
might have been misconstrued by
the public as representing the en-
tire population.

The UNAIDS December 2006
AIDS Epidemic Update reported
that the prevalence of the disease
among pregnant women in
Botswana was 33 percent in 2005.
Similar figures have been given
by the global media as the per-
centage of infected people in the
entire population.

The popular travel guide, the
“Lonely Planet,” for example,
tells prospective visitors that 38
percent of Batswana are infected.
The CIA World Fact Book, also
much used by tourists and busi-
ness travellers, said it is 37.3 per-
cent. Gill explained that
information gets “filtered” as it
moves from one source to another,
and distorted statistics eventually
reach the international commu-
nity.

“By the time they get it,” he
said, “it’s one in three.”

“There are so many statistics
that have been misinterpreted,”
said Fidzani. He said he believes
the problem lies with journalists’
inability to interpret statistics ac-
curately. Gill agreed, saying it is

important for those who dissemi-
nate information to state clearly
which group of the population
they are referring to. If not, he
said, people will think the figure
applies to the entire population.

Medical workers have ex-
pressed concern about the effect
the issue will have on their work.

Podisi said it is difficult for
people to say with confidence
what the statistics are. More
agreed, adding it is important to
know the correct figures in order
to “plan appropriate interven-
tions” for those infected.

The experts say there is no real
disagreement between national
and international agencies on sta-
tistics. “We work as a team,”
Fidzani said, referring to the most
recent compilation of information.
“Everyone who works on
HIV/AIDS in this country was
consulted on this report.” Never-
theless, debate continues unabated
outside statisticians’ offices.

Dr. Kip said he believes that
statistics don’t matter much to the
general public.

“It’s just a number,” he said.
“Numbers don’t mean all that
much to people.What is important
to them is their status.”

But More said the “cloud of
confusion” may be detrimental to
the youth. “They might end up
saying there’s nothing likeAIDS,”
she said.

Fidzani said some of the con-
fusion arises from terminology.
The prevalence rate, he said,
refers to the total number of HIV
positive people living in the coun-
try.

“You have a lot more HIV-
positive people alive than would
have been the case if you did not
have a treatment programme,” he
explained. For the prevalence rate
to decline, “essentially people
have to die,” he said, “or infec-

tions have to decrease.”
Gill said people are happy to

see a decline in prevalence rates
because they think it’s a good
thing. But what it really means is
that people are dying, he said, and
the rates are unlikely to change
because of Botswana’s extensive
anti-retro-viral programme.

Gill and Fidzani said they be-
lieved that the prevalence rate is
no longer useful.

“We should be looking at HIV
incidence (the rate of new infec-

tions),” said Fidzani. If people are
still getting infected despite know-
ing how to protect themselves,
Fidzani said that it would be nec-
essary to look at what needs to be
changed.

For now, the situation remains
uncertain.

“We have a dissemination
problem,” Fidzani said. He said he
believes that journalists should be
trained to understand and interpret
statistics in order to help organisa-
tions like NACA get the correct
information to the public. Certain
types of information are compli-
cated, he said, which is why it is
important for AIDS organisations
to establish a cordial relationship
with the local media.

Of the international media,
Fidzani said simply, “You can’t
stop people from writing about
Botswana.”

HIV/AIDS TERMINOLOGY
Prevalence Rate:
The proportion of the population with a particular infection.**
This figure includes all HIV-positive people in the country. An
increase in the prevalence rate means there are a larger num-
ber of HIV positive people living in a country. A decrease in the
prevalence rate means either more infected people are dying,
or fewer people are being infected.*

Incidence Rate:
The rate at which new infections occur. It is calculated by di-
viding the number of new infections in a given year by the
number of uninfected people at the start of that year.** A high
incidence rate means more people are getting infected.*

SOURCES: *Boga Fidzani (ACHAP) and Wayne Gill (UN-
AIDS)

** NACA/UNDP Demographic Impact of
HIV/AIDS in Botswana (Draft), submitted by
the Centre for Actuarial Research (CARe) Oc-
tober 2006

HIV/AIDS statistics a deadly numbers game

he does not have numbers to
prove it, he believes the HIV
prevalence has decreased because
HIV/AIDS groups are working
very hard to sensitize students.

A study compiled by Bagele
Chilisa with Paul Bennell and
Karin Hyde in April 2001, “The
Impact of HIV/AIDS on the Uni-
versity of Botswana: Developing
a Comprehensive Strategic Re-
sponse,” found that, “Even though
a multi-sectoral approach has
been taken to prevent and mitigate
the impact of the disease in the in-
stitution, this is not enough, as
other key areas like close surveil-
lance of the STI/HIV/AIDS situa-
tion in the university have been

neglected.” The report also said,
“Monitoring research and evalua-
tion is important for any efficient
AIDS management programme.”

A Tebelopele employee who
asked not to be named said she is
mystified as to why the coordina-
tor would say they do not have
statistics.

“I am surprised that the people
at UB have refused to give you
statistics,” the employee said.
“The way I know it, when the peo-
ple at UB ask for statistics pertain-
ing to testing, we give them out to
them.” She also said the relevant
person to talk to at Tebelopele was
Kelaetswe Kebitsaone, who did
not return UB Horizon messages

and phone calls.
AHealth andWellness Centre

employee who also asked that her
name not be used confirmed this.

“I am clueless why the coordi-
nator says that the centre has no
statistics pertaining to testing,” the
employee said. “What I know is
that all statistics are compiled and
given to the coordinator’s office.”

Pearl Ntswaneng, a second-
year student, said that when stu-
dents know how many of their
population are infected, they can
live a more responsible lifestyle.

“People out there accuse UB
students of being prostitutes, and I
have heard some say the HIV
prevalence in UB is as high as 90

percent, but these are just assump-
tions,” she said. “I believe that it
would be most useful if statistics
were given so that people would
stop damaging the good name of
the university. Anyway, what is
the use of testing if we cannot be
given statistics on how many are
positive or negative out of those
who have tested?” she asked.

Just before publication, the
Health and Wellness Centre pro-
vided the figures below:

-- 557 students were tested
“from October December 2004,”
23 of whom (4.1 percent) were
HIV-positive.

-- 336 students were tested “
from January-March 2005,” 27

(6.95 percent) of whom were
HIV-positive.

-- 586 students were tested
“from 23rd May-22nd November
2006,” of whom 22 (3.67 percent)
tested positive.

-- 94 students were tested
“from 15th January-7th February
2007,” of which 7 (7.4 percent)
tested positive.

Mrs. Segwabe said she didn’t
have time to interpret the signifi-
cance of these numbers to the UB
Horizon before the paper went to
print.

HIV-positive students continued from page 1...
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Overall prevalence rate nationally
(age 18 months upwards) 17.1%*
Overall prevalence rate for females 19.8%*
Overall prevalence rate for males 13.9%*
Estimate of people aged 15-49 living
with HIV 25.3%**
Estimate of pregnant women aged
15 – 49 living with AIDS 32.4%

HIV/AIDS STATISTICS: BOTSWANA (2004)

SOURCES:
*Botswana AIDS Impact Survey II Popular Report 2004
**2005 Progress Report of the National Response to the UNGASS Declaration
of Commitment on HIV/AIDS

Enole Ditsheko

Wayne Gill
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By Mpalie Bothoko

Elegant, fashion monger, sexy
lass – you name it, the list is end-
less when trying to describe who
Boitumelo ‘Blu’ Tiroyame really
is.

She is one of the ladies who
are considered fashion icons in the
University of Botswana. She sees
fashion as an induced epidemic
and considers making waves in
fashion as well as academically.

“I care about what’s in fash-
ion, I wear what’s comfortable for
me,” Tiroyame said.

Tiroyame said she fell in love
with fashion at a tender age. She
explained she usually wore half
tops to show off the tattoo she has
in her waist as a testimony to her
teenage spirit’s search for identity.

Despite the sometimes nega-
tive reputation University of
Botswana students like Tiroyame
acquire from the general public
concerning their fashion craze,
this turns out to be a welcome be-
haviour by some UB lecturers.

Some UB lecturers say they
welcome fashionable students her
in their classes. The lecturers say

they enjoy lecturing to trendy and
smart students as they make the
lectures lively and bright. They
say students who have fused
Western fashion into their daily
lives do not have any negative im-
pact in their lecturing.

Dr. Sefapaano Gaborone, a
lecturer in the Department of
Adult Education, explained that
he does not have any problem

with the students’ fashion sense.
He says he is fascinated by fash-
ion, that is, trendy and smart stu-
dents, and he usually commends
them on their attire. He say it is his
observation that students’ devo-
tion to fashion does not affect
their intellectual pursuits.

“I am usually a positive per-
son in life who accepts an innova-
tive society, and I believe fashion
has got no impact whatsoever on
students academically,” he said,
“Don’t slave yourself with books
only, you should also slave your-

self hard to look good,” Gaborone
said.

Asked on what he means by
“trendy and smart students,”
Gaborone said he is talking about
those in revealing styles, from
bare-back dresses and tube tops to
low-rise pants and mini skirts,
brightly colored bras worn with
plunging necklines and G-string
panties designed to show from un-
derneath hip-hugging jeans.

“To the boys’ side I am refer-
ring to those who parade around
in slouchy hip-hop clothes, wear-
ing one’s pants around the middle
of the butt instead of at the waist.
Some guys do it smartly,” said
Gaborone.

Tiroyame, a second-year stu-
dent in social science, knows very
well that some people perceive
her look differently. Some of them
usually commend her, and some
who are not academics think her
style is disturbing her academi-
caly. They usually refer to fashion
as something unimportant and
trivial.

However Tiroyame walks ele-
gantly tall because she receives
positive comments from teachers.
She knows that she loves fashion

not to grab people’s attention but
out of her love for it. The students
feel it is high time they do what
favors them academically and so-
cially.

“We definitely can’t forget
what we are here for. We schedule
time for our school work, our hair-
styles as well as ear and body
piercing, although that might
make some people feel uncom-
fortable,” said Tiroyame. “ A n d
I again think fashion is sometimes
a beast. It’s the cause of not con-
centrating well if maybe someone
tells me in class that I did not
apply a good makeup for the day.
That really spoils my day. I try
hard to do away with being hurt
by such issues.”

Kenny Mosimpiwa, who is
doing his final year in humanities,
said, “Fashion does not affect our
work at all. Other students espe-
cially get marks because of their

gear. I think the lecturers find it
hard to make smart people fail!”
he said.

Mosimpiwa said that he is in
love with hip-hop fashion, and the
trend inspires him to study hard,
so that he can graduate soon and
start buying the clothes with his
own salary.

Dr. Wazha Morapedi, a lec-
turer in the Department of History,
said he has never come across a
situation of overexposed bodies
when lecturing, and he does not
think students dress differently
from the rest of people in town
and some big villages. He said he
has not researched whether fash-
ionistas perform badly or not. He
said they seem to be the students
who participate most in class.

Dr. Morapedi said that most of
the students get involved in fash-
ion gradually when they first
come to the university. They learn
how to budget, do their school
work with no supervision and usu-
ally manage to get things right.

Trendy students sex up classes

“I think the lecturers
find it hard to make
smart people fail!” -
Kenny Mosimpiwa

“I believe fashion has
got no impact whatso-
ever on students aca-
demically,” - Dr. Sefapaano
Gaborone
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By Lillian Tjezuva

“Our part is done. We had our
successes and failures, and it is
now time to give other students a
chance to showcase their leader-
ship potential,” said outgoing
SRC president Obonye Jonase.
“Elections are coming soon, and
the best candidates shall win.”
It is time for the Student Rep-

resentative Council (SRC) to hand
over duty to the incoming cabinet.
When the SRC led by President
Jonase of MASS BNF came into
power, they made certain prom-
ises, and students had their expec-
tations.
Kelebogile Nyambe, a second-

year statistics student, said he had
hoped that the Minister of Aca-
demic Affairs would look into the
length of semesters.
“The semesters are too short to

learn and understand most of the
courses,” said Nyambe. Before we
barely understand courses, we are
expected to sit for exams, and that
is how courses come and go. We
hurry to end semesters just to idle
for a whole three months at
home.”
Nyambe, however, acknowl-

edged the efforts of the SRC to
give on-campus students the lib-
erty to choose whether they want
to have their meals catered or to
have cash in hand.
“I am also grateful for the in-

crement of the off-camp al-
lowance from P1,150 to now
P1,770 on a monthly basis,” said
Nyambe.
Keamogetse Ramothwa, a

third-year physical education stu-
dent, expressed dissatisfaction
over the new arrangement to leave
students’ bags in front of the li-

brary.
“I am not happy about leaving

our bags in front of the library be-
cause it risks them being stolen,”
she said. “Weren’t the SRC con-
cerned about that?What is the job
of security guards if they cannot

let us in with our bags and then
check them?” asked Ramothwa.
Ramothwa also said that she

feels that the SRC should have
looked into the vacant rooms on
campus.
“I feel that such rooms should

be rented to interested students
just like they rent accommodation
off campus,” she said.
SRC president Jonase said,

“The current on-campus students’
rent subsidized accommodation.
There are a lot of expenses in-
volved in staying on campus such
that if students wanted to rent with
direct cash, it would exhaust all of
their P1,770 and beyond.”

Tshepo Batlhaedi, a third-year
social sciences student, said, “I
was hoping that the SRC would
do something about the book
prices. The books sold at Books
Botswana here in UB are expen-
sive, and I feel that we should be
given cash in hand so that we can
decide where to buy our books.’’
In response, Jonase said,

“When the expensive books issue

surfaced, the students’ advice they
gave us was not sustainable. They
said that they wanted to buy books
outside school, which they said is
cheaper. We lodged the idea to the
UB management, and the Books
Botswana. The UB management
demanded that we carry out a re-
search to verify the allegation that
books are cheaper at bookshops
outside UB. In our research, we
found out that books are twice
more expensive at bookshops out-
side UB than they are here in
Books Botswana, hence we could
not sustain our argument with UB
management.”
The main opposition, GS26,

said that the outgoing SRC has
done nothing. Of the 13 seats in
the cabinet, the GS26 had only
one seat claimed by the Minister
of Justice, Kagiso Jane. GS26
Vice Chairperson Kabelo Lecha
said, “The MASS BNF-domi-
nated cabinet did not do anything
to help UB students compared
with the previous SRC cabinet.”
“The outgoing SRC doesn’t

deserve the credit for the meal al-
lowance arrangement nor the in-
crement of the off-camp
allowance,” Lecha said. “The pre-
vious SRC managed to solicit
change of the meal arrangement.
The outgoing SRC simply put in
place a change that was inevitable.
The outgoing SRC failed to de-
tach the meal arrangement plan
with accommodation, which is
why many rooms are vacant in
UB today!”
The GS26 president further

said that the outgoing SRC failed
to communicate properly with stu-
dents on issues of their concern.
“When elected by people, you

have to keep in touch with them
so that they know and understand
the successes and failures. In

GS26 we value effective commu-
nication through thick and thin,”
said Lecha.
For his part, Jonase said, “Pol-

itics is a thankless job. I do not ex-
pect credit from anybody,
especially the opposition. The
meal plan arrangement couldn’t
have fallen from heaven, it hap-
pened through consultative and
prolonged meetings with caterers,
the Ministry of Education, UB
management and the SRC.
“I don’t know why GS26 said

we failed to detach the meal
arrangement with accommoda-
tion,” Jonase said. “Armstrong
Dikgafela, the GS26 chairperson,
was given accommodation re-
cently on a zero-meal plan. Meals
and accommodation are attached
in principle, not practically, be-
cause accommodation is more
abundant than the people who
need it,” said Jonase.
“When I got in UB, I found a

GS26-dominated cabinet led by
Nelson Ramaotwana. The off-
campus at the time was P815. It
had been that for 10 years and in-
creased to P1,050.AMASS-dom-
inated cabinet led by David
Olatotse followed after Ramaot-
wana. In Olatotse’s leadership al-
lowance increased from P1,050 to
P1,150. When we came in there-
after, we managed to increase al-
lowance from P1,150 to P1,770.
For the first time in UB history,
the allowance was increased with
more than 600 pula.”
Jonase said that the outgoing

SRC also succeeded in being able
to feed UB students at intervarsity
games for the first in the history, a
result of prolonged dialogue with
UB management.

Politics
Outgoing SRC gets mixed reports
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By Tankiso Sephoso

Kubelo Tsiki, a fourth-year Li-
brary and Information Studies stu-
dent from Lesotho, perused the
pages of a bulky brown, blue and
white document in his hostel
room.
“This constitution does not

prohibit us to stand for elections.
In fact, article 21.4 concurs,” he
said, running his finger over a line
in the Student Representative
Council Constitution booklet.
“Last year served as a wake-

up call when we did not know
what to do during the student
body strike over the increment of
meal allowances,” he said. “Inter-
national students had nowhere to
go when students were dispersed
from the campus premises. At
least if international students had
representation in the SRC, we
would have known and communi-
cated in time with the interna-
tional office on what to do in case
the strike ensued as it did. Interna-
tional students would have been in
the light in time about the strike
and probably have made prior
arrangements as to where to seek

refuge.” Between late March and
early April in 2006, students were
demanding that their meal al-
lowances be deposited into their
individual accounts as the situa-
tion then prevented them from
buying food anywhere they liked.
The strike lasted about three
weeks.
Tsiki wants to stand for SRC

elections. His dilemma is that the
practice within the University of
Botswana is that SRC elections
are held in accordance with the
political parties in the country, es-
pecially major ones. Two major
political parties in Botswana are
the national ruling Botswana
Democratic Party (BDP) and the
major opposition party, the
Botswana National Front (BNF).
BNF, the ruling party on campus,
does not prohibit foreign students
from joining the party, but only
Botswana citizens are allowed to
vote or be voted for, according the
country’s Constitution.
The SRC constitution, article

21.4, reads: “All full-time regis-
tered students shall be eligible to
stand for elections to the SRC pro-
vided that no candidate may stand

for more than one office.”
“The two constitutions appear

to conflict each other in this re-
gard, and yet they are the integral
part of the elections both nation-
ally and around campus,” said
Tsiki.
“Ideally one would believe

that the latter [SRC Constitution]
should take precedence. The sad
reality is that elections around
campus are inherent of the politi-
cal inclination of the country,
though. Therefore this practice ap-
pears to prejudice us international
students as part of the diverse stu-
dent community,” Tsiki said.
According to the Department

of Institutional Planning in the
university, there were more than
700 international students on cam-
pus for the academic year 2005-
2006. About 133 students come
from the Southern African Devel-
opment Community (SADC) re-
gion and 602 from the rest of the
world.
SRC President Jonas Obonye

said that international students can
stand for election.
“International students can

still stand for SRC elections as

independent candidates,” he ex-
plained. “So can everyone who
wants to lobby the vote under no
political party auspices. The SRC
constitution allows them.”
“Ideally, maybe,” Tsiki says.

“But practically, independent can-

didates stand next to zero chance
against candidates under political
parties’ flags. Political parties by
virtue of their massive following
already have the upper hand. Stu-
dents should be able to choose any

Outgoing SRC president Jonase Obonye, feels that he and his cabinet
have played their part and are ready to move over. A new cabinet will be
elected on March 23rd 2007.

`[Photo by Kabelo Kwarape

System discourages international students standing for elections

Kubelo Tsiki, an international student reading a copy of the SRC constitu-
tion. International students are not permitted to join political parties.

Photo by Tankiso Sephoso
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The UB Horizon
belongs to you!

Welcome to the inaugural edi-
tion of your most valued newspa-
per — the UB Horizon – the only
UB newspaper produced by stu-
dents, for students.

The UB Horizon came into
being for nothing else but to in-
form, educate and entertain you
on issues around, but not limited
to, the campus of the University of
Botswana. We intend for it to
touch on every issue directly and
indirectly affecting UB students.
It is published monthly

We promise to exhaust every
effort to bring accurate, well-re-
searched facts on issues of student
interest. Reporters for the newspa-
per are mostly Media Studies De-
partment students, but anyone in
the UB community is welcome to
submit news or opinions.

There are lots of ways you can
be a part of the UB Horizon.

You can write to us at UB-
Horizon@hotmail.com and let us
know your thoughts about the
newspaper. You can visit us at the
department’s offices or phone the
editors listed on this page. If the
UB Horizon is to grow into a
news source you truly can rely on,

we will rely on you to let us know
what is happening at UB, or what
is not happening that should be.
This means contacting us with
story ideas or tips. Our doors will
always be open to assist and wel-
come any comment from you at
any time. And please let us know
if you see an error of fact in the
paper so that we can correct it in
the next issue.

Inside this issue you will find
pages documenting student life.
Here you can keep up with the lat-
est trends emerging around
school. Student politics are here,
too, and as we know politics are
part of our lives as students. We
have arts and entertainment, not
just about events and hot spots
you can check out, we’ll also re-
view your favorite movies, books
and music. We talk to your fellow
UB students who make things
happen in business, music, art and
sports. Your favorite auntie will
dish out the best of her advice on
your relationships. Remember,
Auntie has been there, done that!

The UB Horizon wishes you
fruitful readership of the newspa-
per that is frankly yours. Enjoy!

See you again in a months’
time!

EDITORIAL
The University of

Botswana has over the years
managed to acquire a less-
than-perfect reputation where
HIV/ AIDS is concerned. Ru-
mors abound about the sup-
posed promiscuity of students
and their HIV-infection rate.
In fact, an article in a South
African paper, the Sunday In-
dependent of March 11 2007
quoted a source who com-
plained about having to step
over used condoms and beer
bottles on the UB campus on
Monday mornings. This gave
an implication of casual sex
by the students while under
the influence of alcohol.

The UB Horizon went on a
mission to find the truth
about the infection rate on
campus. Getting these statis-
tics was no walk in the park;
in fact the Horizon has yet to
get a clear picture of the HIV
situation on the campus. The
fact that it was so difficult to
get such vital information
does not look to good on the
part of the university seeing
as students could benefit a lot
from it. It is imperative that
that a community of more
than 15,000 people, comprised

of the most sexually active
segment of the population, re-
ceive such information on a
regular basis.

One problem is that
there’s not enough statistical
information in circulation,
whereas on a national level
there are so many AIDS fig-
ures being thrown around.
The result is a mass of confu-
sion. Is 17.1 percent of the
population infected, or 23 per-
cent? Which figures represent
which segments of the popula-
tion? What is the difference
between prevalence rate and
incidence rate? The UB Hori-
zon tried to answer these
pressing questions.

In the midst of Botswana’s
enormous fight against
HIV/AIDS, the unavailability
of UB statistics is not at all
helpful. Now is not the time to
be tiptoeing around the
HIV/AIDS issue. Students
need to be armed with the
right information in order to
make informed decisions.

After all, the University of
Botswana stands by the motto
“Thuto ke Thebe,” (education
is a shield). In a situation
where ignorance could end
lives, this motto is more apt
than ever.

Until next month………

Whoever said men are
from Mars and women are from
Venus couldn’t have put it better.
Aside from the obvious differ-
ences, women and men are about
as similar as the moon and the
sun. Well, actually, the moon and
the sun are both celestial bodies,
which make them more similar
than men and women.

A vast majority of us
here at Uni are just discovering
just how different men and
women are as we venture into a
whole new world of relation-
ships. Word of advice: don’t ever
try to figure out what the oppo-
site sex really wants. There is ab-
solutely no solution. The best
you can do is to instill the Triple
Cs of a relationship – Concur,
Compromise and Cater, to your
man or woman. It won’t be easy,
but it’s worth a shot.

I have no authority in
the relationship field, no aca-
demic training, but as my dear
father likes to say, we are all
scholars at the University of
Life. I can boldly say I have been
in this field long enough to ex-
plain, defend and stand by the
Triple C. Relationships are a
two-way street. Two have to play
at this game.

Concur: Harmonize, co-
incide, and see eye to eye, and I
don’t mean, “Honey I’m sorry,”
“Yes you should be sorry.” I
mean taking time to understand
the problem at hand and not
pointing any fingers.

Compromise: Negotia-
tion, concession and finding
common ground, not, “Sweetie
let’s compromise, you stay home
on Friday nights then we are all
happy,” because here you’ll be

stuck home with someone who
does not want to be there and
there is no way anyone can be
happy. Explore all possibilities
and agree on one thing that
might leave neither of you over
the moon, but at least not miser-
able. If no such solution can be
found, then there is a much big-
ger problem at hand.

Cater: Gratify, furnish
and provide all the love in the
world. Love alone cannot make a
relationship survive. It’s crucial
but not sufficient.

For advice on your life
and relationships, write to UB
Horizon’s very own “Ask Aun-
tie” at ubhorizon@hotmail.com
See you in next month’s col-
umn. Advice on all sorts of rela-
tionships given.
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first and foremost for ac-
curacy. We will correct
on page two of the next
issue every error we or
our readers find. The staff
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suggested corrections
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A great newspaper is
written by its staff AND
its readers. The UB
Horizon invites you to
voice your opinion in a
Letter to the Editor
about any subject you
believe would interest
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length and taste. Please
send letters to UBHori-
zon@hotmail.com.

We also welcome guest
editorials on issues of
interest to the univer-
sity community.
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By Cheryl Ntumy

Professor Moteane Melamu,
lecturer in the English De-
partment and renowned au-

thor, recounts the early days of the
university from behind a desk
piled with works of literature. He
has a thoughtful expression on his
face, eyes staring into the past
from behind his spectacles as he
thinks of years gone by. With the
university celebrating its 25th an-
niversary, Professor Melamu has
more to reflect on than most. He
has been part of the institution for
43 years. He was here before the
University of Botswana, as we
know it, even existed.

The institution began in 1964
as a combined university for three
countries – Botswana, Lesotho
and Swaziland. Professor Melamu
joined the University of Basu-
toland, Bechauanaland and Swazi-
land (UBBS) as a lecturer in 1964.
In 1966, the institution became
UBLS (University of Botswana,
Lesotho and Swaziland) when
Botswana and Lesotho gained in-
dependence. In 1971, says Profes-
sor Melamu, the staff members
were given the choice to stay in
Lesotho or go to either Swaziland
or Botswana.

“Classrooms were
never packed.
Everything was
small. We had so
much fun.” - Dr. N.L
Rasebotsa

“A few of us decided to come
to Botswana to start the campus of
the three-country university here,”
he recalls.

Dr. N.L Rasebotsa, Dean of
the Faculty of Humanities, sits in
her office in a blue upholstered
chair at a polished wooden table,
reminiscing about how it all
began. She started her first year at
UBBS as an undergraduate in
1973. After graduating, she be-
came a Staff Development Fellow
through the Staff Development
Programme and has worked for
the institution ever since. She has
been at UB, in one capacity or an-
other, for 34 years.

Both Professor Melamu and
Dr. Rasebotsa have watched the
institution move through two
major transitions. UBLS became

the University of Botswana and
Swaziland after the Lesotho cam-
pus withdrew from UBLS to be-
come the National University of
Lesotho in 1975. Then, in 1982,
the Swaziland and Botswana insti-
tutions separated, and UB was
born.

Setting up the institution in
Botswana was a big challenge,
Melamu says.

“There was absolutely nothing
by way of facilities,” he says.
“The only building the university
could use was at the Botswana
Training College (BTC, now
BIAAC), he says, which then
housed the Division of Extra-
Mural Studies (DEMS). The uni-
versity’s current location was once
an agricultural showground. He
laughs, remembering what it was
like then.

“We used to step on cow dung
all the time when we came to the
campus.”

Melamu recalls how small the
student population was then.

“We started with 50 students,”
he says, smiling. “It was very
comfortable.” Of these students,
he says, no more than 20 were fe-
male. The students were accom-
modated at BTC, he says, with the
males in the main building and the
females in connected houses. He
says that the refectory was a house
diagonally opposite to BTC, and
adds that, because they catered for
few people, “The food was really
excellent.” The house, he says, is
still standing.

Lectures were taught at BTC,
Melamu recounts, and science stu-
dents used the laboratories at the
Gaborone Secondary School
(GSS). But the space in the
DEMS building at BTC wasn’t
enough, he says.

“We used to teach under
trees,” he remembers, “and the
students were very patient.” How-
ever, he says that this was not a
problem because only Part I (the
first and second year) of degree
courses was taught, after which
students would transfer to
Lesotho.

The first building to come up
on the new campus was the office
block opposite Block 203,
Melamu recalls. This, he says,
was followed by the lecture the-
atre nicknamed “Shaw Hall” after
the principal of BTC, “who had
been so kind to us.” A small un-
used Dutch Reformed Church

served as the library. It was situ-
ated where the Village Magis-
trate’s Court is today.

By the time Dr. Rasebotsa ar-
rived two years later, several
changes had taken place. She says
she remembers there being about
600-800 students. By then, stu-
dents were living in barracks like
the ones still seen around the cam-
pus. Rasebotsa describes the bar-
racks as “very unattractive.”
Despite this, she says, “I hope
they will keep some barracks, to
show where we’re coming from.”
She recalls that her life as a stu-
dent focused mainly on academ-
ics.

“I was about 27,” she says, “so
I knew my purpose here at UB.”
She says that, being more mature
than the typical 18- to 19-year-old,
first-year student, she took every-
thing seriously. “The excitement
for me was minimised,” she ad-
mits, adding that there wasn’t
much non-academic activity on
campus.

She recollects that the institu-
tion was also more political then,
with an SRC run by older stu-
dents, some married, some above
40.

“The SRC was not only about
what was happening to us,” she
says. She explains how the stu-
dents also focused on external is-
sues that affected the region and
provided moral support to stu-
dents who had fled the apartheid

system in SouthAfrica.According
to Dr Rasebotsa, these relation-
ships have not faded completely,
despite the fact that UB is now
separate from the universities of
Lesotho and Swaziland.

“Even as we broke away
from each other,” she says
with a touch of nostalgia
in her voice, “the rela-
tionships between stu-
dents were
maintained.” This, she
says, is reflected in
the tradition of the
annual intervarsity
sports.

“I am highly
impressed by the
progress that the
university has
made,” she says.
There were only
four faculties at first
– humanities, sci-
ences, social sciences
and education – and
now the number has
doubled. She says she is
also proud of the fact that
the majority of staff mem-
bers now at the university are
local. In the early years, there
were more expatriate lecturers
than local ones. She says the in-
crease in localisation came about
as a result of the Staff Develop-
ment Programme, which encour-
aged the most promising
Batswana graduates to study fur-
ther and gave them the chance to
lecture at the university when they
finished. However, she says, “the
international flavour still remains”
– a fact of which Melamu ap-
proves. Because of the institu-
tion’s standards and
achievements, he says, it was able
to attract international staff.

“As far as I’m concerned,
there’s nothing better than that,”
he says, “because a university, as
denotes its name, should be uni-
versal.”

There is one thing that Dr
Rasebotsa says disappoints her, al-
though she is quick to add that the
university is not to blame. This
single blemish on an otherwise
positive record is the “sudden rise
in student numbers,” she says. She
says that the community service
programme, Tirelo Sechaba,
which students participated in
after Form Five, ended abruptly,
disrupting the UB admissions sys-
tem. The number of admissions
doubled, she says, and the change

“affected the efficiency of teach-
ing and learning at UB.” This is a
problem that the University is still
dealing with in terms of very large
classes packed into small lecture
rooms, she says. She laughs as she
remembers how things used to be.

“Classrooms were never
packed,” she recalls fondly.
“Everything was small. We had so
much fun.

When asked what he misses
about the old days, Melamu
replies, “The intimacy. Whenever
we had a function, it involved
everybody, staff and students to-
gether.” He says students could
come to staff houses and talk
about their problems in a relaxed
and comfortable environment.

Rasebotsa agrees. She says she
misses the “personal recognition”
that staff and students extended to
one another when passing each
other in the corridors. Be-
cause of the small
population, she
says, rela-
t i o n -

ships
between
staff members
and students were
more cordial.

“We were just like a small
family,” she recounts. She smiles
and glances into space thought-
fully. After a pause, she adds that
she also misses the contact that
graduates had with the vice chan-
cellor and chancellor (the presi-
dent) at graduation time.

“He [the vice chancellor]
would stand up and put the robe
on you, over your shoulders, and
the president would shake your
hand as you passed.”

There is another thing Melamu
misses – the commitment of stu-
dents. “We had mostly mature
people who were committed to
their studies,” he says.

When asked what the
best thing to happen to UB over
the past quarter of a century is,
Rasebotsa smiles.

“The state-of-the-art library,”
she says. Then she adds the Fac-
ulty of Business, the Olympic-size

See facing page . . .

When UB was “just like a family”

Professor Moteane Melamu in his office in the faculty of Humanities. He was one of the first few lecturers to come
to the Botswana campus.

Dean of Humanities, Dr N. N. L Rasebotsa, working at her desk. She has
been at the university for the past 34 years.
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A Nation Unites for a dream
By Khaya Mpofu

Aspirit walks the university.
It is frozen in time, facing
the library – the light of

knowledge. The bronze statue of
the man and cow is the symbol of
“motho le motho kgomo.”

This man once traveled from
every village of this country, and
in his hands were compassion and
charity for all. He sacrificed his
only form of living wealth – usu-
ally animals and crops – for the
benefit of the university

Dr. Joe Tsonope, the director
of University of Botswana foun-
dation, recalled the first days of
UB’s conception.

“The campaign was launched
in 1975 by Sir Sereste Khama,” he
said. The government responded
to the breakup of the University of

Botswana, Lesotho and
Swaziland by

launching a
c a m -

p a i g n
to raise

money from the
people for the new University

of Botswana

Hon. P. H. Kedikiwe, a Mem-
ber of Parliament and Minister of
Minerals, Energy and Water Re-
sources, recalled, “It was an excit-
ing period, but instead of
government becoming hostile to
Lesotho, it created a mood of self-
help. It started with someone in
the parliamentary bar, but some
said it was a good idea, and it was
mentioned to the president, and he
took it as serious advice.”

Professor Thomas Tlou, a for-
mer UB chancellor of UB (1984-
1998), said of the idea, “It was
very important and visionary, and
Botswana did not have resources
from diamonds, and so govern-
ment had to go to the Batswana.”

Thus the people of this land
used the principle printed on the
nation’s coins “Ipelegeng” (self-
reliance) to meet the momentous
challenge of raising enough
money to build the nation’s uni-
versity.

“So, in that crisis they pulled
together at the call of President
Khama.” Prof Tlou recalled.

Coordinating the fundraising
campaign called BUCA
(Botswana University Cam-
pus Appeal) was Mr. Pot-
lako Molefhe. The
campaign rallying cry
became, “one man,
one beast,” appeal-
ing for every
Motswana to con-
tribute cattle or
anything they
could give.

“ T h e
set target for
raising money
was 1 million
rand,” said
Molefe.

The pro-
gram, like any
ambitious proj-
ect, was faced
with a myriad of
problems, he said,
the first being that
BUCAwas not allot-
ted a budget of its

own in terms of trans-
port and organizing col-

lections of all the
resources, Molefe said.
“We used existing structures

of the government revenue office
and postal services,” Molefhe
said.

The Central Transport Organi-
zation was used by BUCA to col-
lect donations because BUCA did
not have any vehicles of its own
and used government filling sta-

tions.Collecting donations from
across the country, which had
fewer and poorer roads to trans-
port animals, became a big chal-
lenge, he said.

Those animals that could not
be transported to Botswana Meat
Commission were sold close to
where they were donated.

“In order to prevent deaths of
livestock, we held auctions in in-
accessible places,” such as Maun,
Molefhe said. The Matimela Mas-
ter system, a means of collecting
livestock, was employed, he said.

“The biggest problem was
with animals with the young
calves,” Molefhe recalled. BUCA
set up an exchange system where
people could exchange a pregnant
cow for an ox.

“One man, one
beast”-Mr Potlako
Molefe

“On the whole they were able
to recover all animals donated, in-
cluding small stock (such as
chickens and goats). It was bought
by people, and chickens were
bought by butcheries,” Molefhe
said.

Molefhe recalled profiteering
by some companies who, without
authorization, promoted BUCA
on T-shirts for the purpose of cap-
italizing on the good will of the
campaign to sell their own prod-

ucts and services.
Not everyone gave freely,

Molefhe recalled.“The white com-
munity around the Tuli block area,
Ghanzi and Molapo farms were
reluctant to donate money because
their children were schooling in
SouthAfrica, so they saw no sense
in giving donations to govern-
ment,” he recalled. BUCA relayed
the message upwards until it
reached the president, who per-
suaded the white community by
personally going to each of the
areas and appealing to them in the
form of a speech that donations
would benefit the white commu-
nity and black, he said. Some
tragedies occurred during the
campaign, he said.

“Four students were involved
in an accident in Swaneng in a
BUCA exercise at the senior sec-
ondary school, so they were ac-
knowledged,” said Mr. Molefe.
All four students died, he said.
BUCA tried to convince govern-
ment to commemorate them for
their sacrifice.

“We wanted that at UB, but
nothing was done to remember
them,” Molefhe recalled.

The BUCA project made an
impact beyond the initial fundrais-
ing success. The program planted
the seeds for the UB foundation,
said Dr. Tsonope. The successful
grassroots campaign inspired oth-
ers, such as theAlumni of Univer-
sity of Botswana Hostel

Association, which was formed to
accomplish the construction of
hostel 475 and led to the construc-
tion of five additional houses in
Gaborone West, he said.

“These episodes informed de-
cision makers to see the need for
the establishment of a permanent
organ called the UB foundation,”
Dr. Tsonope said.

Mr. Molefhe said his recollec-
tions of BUCA days were bitter-
sweet.

“So, in that crisis
they pulled to-
gether at the call of
President Khama.”
Prof Thomas Tlou .

“It brought unity and initiated
a type of self-reliance (that en-
abled) Batswana to rally to-
gether,” said Molefhe. “The
university was built through the
efforts of ordinary Batswana who
will never see it,” he said, refer-
ring to the rural donors who
would never have occasion to see
the university.

On the occasion of the 25th
anniversary of this university,
Mr. Molefhe reflected, “We don’t
have that pride of being a
Motswana, and it is of great con-
cern for those of us who are
aging.”

Continues from page 8...

pool and other infrastructural de-
velopments. Finally she mentions
the growth in female representa-
tion in UB.

“Not to say it’s satisfactory,”
she adds hastily. “A lot more still
needs to be done.”

Dr Rasebotsa also includes the
growth of the Faculty of Humani-
ties in her list of UB’s achieve-
ments, specifically the birth of
new departments, such as the
Media Studies Department, which
produced its first class of gradu-
ates last year.

“That needs to be celebrated,
too,” she says.

In Melamu’s opinion, the uni-
versity’s biggest achievement is
“its ability to establish an interna-
tional reputation as a very serious
leading academic institution in

this part of the world.” He says the
institution established an aca-
demic standard which is interna-
tionally recognised, allowing
students to move to other universi-
ties with ease.

“We used to step
on cow dung all
the time when we
came to the cam-
pus.” - Professor
Moteane Melamu

Dr Rasebotsa and Professor
Melamu agree that the most im-
portant thing for students to know
about UB’s history is the contribu-
tion of Batswana to the building of
UB, and, in Dr Rasebotsa’s words,
“the spirit of self-reliance and the
spirit of giving that the organising

committee was appealing for.”
The university was built by

selfless contributions from
Batswana, “some of whom had
never seen the inside of a school,”
says Melamu. He recalls that the
government’s campaign called for
contributions from the public in
order to raise the money to build
the institution. People brought cat-
tle, goats, chickens, sorghum,
money – whatever they could
bring, adds Rasebotsa. She ex-
plains that the statue of the man
and the cow outside the library is
symbolic of co-operation.

“It’s in the wrong place,”
Melamu says of the statue. He be-
lieves that it should be near the en-
trance, for people to see.

Rasebotsa says the 25th an-
niversary “gives one the opportu-
nity to reflect on the strides one
has made as a person.” She says

she views the anniversary as a
time “to celebrate one’s own con-
tribution,” but at the same time
celebrate the contributions others
have made to produce the univer-
sity as it is today. “It has moved a
long way,” she says.

Melamu shares his sentiments.
“I feel like one who is about to
celebrate an important personal
birthday,” he says, smiling.

As UB approaches its next 25
years, Melamu’s desire is that,
“When the 50th anniversary hap-
pens, I’d like to see an institution
which is even much better that the
present one.”

Rasebotsa’s hope for the insti-
tution is “a sustained progress and
development towards the achieve-
ment of UB’s own vision.” This
vision, as stated in the annual cal-
endar, is “to be a leading academic
centre of excellence in Africa and

the world.”
Professor Melamu’s face re-

veals the depth of his connection
to the university.

“For me, the 25th anniversary
is a milestone in the history of
UB,” he says warmly. It leaves me
personally with a profound sense
of pride that I was involved in the
development of this institution.”

Dr Rasebotsa speaks of how
far the institution has come, and
her expression, like Melamu’s, is
one of pride and contentment.
Like the University of Botswana,
she has gone through several tran-
sitions to get to where she is today.
First a student, then a lecturer,
then the Head of the English De-
partment, and now the Dean of the
Faculty of Humanities.

She says with passion, “I feel
fulfilled.”

The bronze man with cow infront of the library was cast by a Maun artist to remind the community of the Batswana’s
dedication to education.
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By Ndingililo Gaoswediwe

Debris of a crushed porch
structure blocked students’ way
into the relaxation area of the
business faculty in the aftermath
of a storm that hit the buildings on
Saturday afternoon, Jan. 27. Two
gigantic grey concrete pillars, a bit
fractured at the top, stood free
from the heavy load they once
bore. The hot sun scorched the
scattered pieces of the roof.
Though the lecture rooms and of-
fices were not affected by the
storm, the faculty dean, Samuel
Chinyoka, raised a concern about
safety.
“After the incident, I received

bulky mail from staff members re-
ally concerned about their safety
as they stated that they have lost
their confidence to be using the
building,” said Chinyoka. Slowly
swaying on his swivel chair and
slowly shaking his head, Phonen
Jackalas, Deputy Director of
Physical Planning at the Univer-
sity of Botswana, said, “This is a
sensitive issue, I cannot comment.
Investigations are still ongoing,
and the information is not yet to
be made public.
Jackalas told the February

2004 UB newsletter that the build-
ing consists of offices for the
dean, deputy dean, support staff,
lecture and committee rooms,
teaching and research space, the
professional outreach for interac-
tion with the corporate world and
the student area. The structure cost
P37 million to build and was com-
pleted in November 2004, accord-
ing to the newsletter. Chinyoka
said the building was only two
years old after completion by the
Murray and Roberts Company. He
said that the UB physical planner
sent the engineer to inspect the
whole building after it collapsed
as staff members using the build-
ing raised more complaints about
their safety. Stting on a bright blue
couch stretching his legs, he said,
“We have our confidence, as they
said we are safe, and it is my sin-
cere hope that nothing will hap-
pen.” One thing that he said
worried the whole department was

a disturbing noise from the roof.
The UB administration stressed
that the building was safe to use.
One administration member inter-
viewed did not want his name
used because he said the informa-
tion was confidential to the uni-
versity. He said he will comment
if the information will be made
public by the Public Affairs De-
partment. He said that people
should be aware that the building
did not collapse as some say.
“It was only the veranda and

the concrete gutters that were
blown away by the wind,” he said.
He said that after the storm they
assured safety to people using the
building after it was inspected by

the building engineer. Declining
to comment on what could be the
cause and the cost of the damage,
he said, “Investigations are still
ongoing, and I cannot disclose
anything because UB could end
up being sued by the construction
company as we can’t jump into
the conclusion before our insur-
ance company completes its in-
vestigations.” He said the period
the company agreed on with UB
to maintain the building for free
elapsed last year. Meanwhile, he
said the UB insurance company is
still investigating. Lecturer Klod-
wig Mgaya, who was inside the
building when it was hit by the
storm, said he is not worried about

his safety.
“I’m not really worried,” he

said. “The problem is that the part
that collapsed looks like the front
part which is also shaking and
may end up crashing.” He said on
that Saturday afternoon he was
busy in his office when he heard a
noise like something hitting the
building from the outside. The
building was shaking. A student
notified him that he saw rafters
flying by the window, and the
maintenance roof was down.
Mgaya said he did not really see
what happened, and only later
found the rear porch crushed.
Students said they are con-

cerned about the process of repair-

ing the building.
“I hope they are not going to

disturb us in classes during main-
tenance,” said Susan Monei, a
first-year student pursuing a de-
gree in accounting. She said that it
could be best for maintenance to
be done during the vacation
Chinyoka said the UB administra-
tion promised that repairs will be
done without disturbing the stu-
dents and officers.
“Despite the assurance of

safety by the UB administration,
seeing the debris of a crushed ve-
randa structure scattered behind
the building every morning, some
staff members will never be confi-
dent,” said Chinyoka.

Administration sorts out blame on business
building damage as users worry about safety

Cont. from Page. 6
individual regardless of na-

tionality as long as the candidate
has a convincing manifesto that
looks to deliver as far as elec-
torate’s needs are concerned,”
Tsiki insisted.
Tsiki says he believes that a

line must be drawn between the
politics of the country and those of
the university as these are differ-
ent audiences with different
needs.
Professor Osei Hwedie from

the Department of Political and
Administrative Studies of the uni-
versity agrees.
“Student politics go beyond

just party politics. The fact that the
campus is comprised of both in-
ternational and local students
translates into the understanding
that student politics cut across

inter-cultural issues and interac-
tions,” she said. “A replica of na-
tional political parties at campus
level means subscribing and de-
fending such political party’s prin-
ciples and manifesto. One does
not need party politics to mature
in politics,” she said.
Mushibe Eliud, a Kenyan stu-

dent pursuing a Masters in Sci-
ence, Chemistry, said he has
observed that international stu-
dents struggle in getting their is-
sues across, be it academic or
social. Eliud is the president of the
Kenyan Student Association. He
also moonlights as the Publicity
Secretary of the Graduate Student
Association. He said international
students need a platform to air
their views, as the current system
discriminates against international
students.

“Although the constitution of
the SRC says all bona-fide stu-
dents can stand for elections, the
current practice does not provide
for everybody to be on equal plat-
form to stand for elections. Stand-
ing as an independent candidate
against somebody who already
has the upper hand through the
party following does not grant any
balance at all,” he said.
Eliud revealed that the situa-

tion becomes more pressing par-
ticularly during times of crisis,
such as strikes and boycotting of
classes, when most local students
take refuge in their individual
homes. He said international stu-
dents are left in the cold. “There
are no standing policies in cases of
an emergency to accommodate
them,” he said. “Ironically this cri-
sis would have actually been as a

result of unresolved issues affect
ing the majority of students who
are locals, like the issue of al-
lowances which, in fact, does not
directly affect international stu-
dents,” he said.
He said he believes that inter-

national students have to form an
International StudentsAssociation
through which they would voice
not only their concerns but sug-
gestions to the relevant stakehold-
ers. Such an organization would
be helpful in formulating policies
that help in anticipating solutions
for future emergencies, he said.
Eliud suggested that the interna-
tional student association can op-
erate autonomously like the GSA
to allow it to be able to advocate
for its members at the decision-
making level.
Professor Hwedie suggested

that for the system to accommo-
date international students, the
SRC and international students
must communicate.
“Both international students

and SRC have to engage in a com-
prehensive dialogue to see how
best they can find a befitting solu-
tion,” Hwedie said. “An option
could be to have one seat in the
SRC strictly left for international
students to contest among them,
so that they can have representa-
tion in the decision making body,
if not revising the whole system at
all,” she said.
“Fortunately, the international

office was very cooperative dur-
ing the strike. But does it really
have to take incidences and situa-
tions for us to act, instead of put-
ting proper mechanisms in place
in an advance? ” Tsiki asked.
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Mabuze Makojoe, architecture student, observes the damaged business building. Part of the roof of the brand new build-
ing collapsed during a storm.

Photo by Tankiso Sephoso

International students
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By Abraham Mamela

After winning the freedom to
spend their meal allowances as
they see fit last year, some stu-
dents have turned their attention
to how they buy textbooks.

“Re batla madi a rona,” said
first-year information systems
student Mogakolodi Mongwato.
“We want our money.”

Some students said they be-
lieve that the Books Botswana is
more expensive than the competi-
tion. Goabaone Mooketsi, a sec-
ond-year social sciences student,
said “Fa ele gore bookstore di-
price tsa yone di justified. Bana
ba tlaa bowa ba reka teng.” If
Books Botswana is really less ex-
pensive, they would agree to (sup-
port a policy change that would)
give students hard cash, he said .
Students would still buy books
from Books Botswana due to ex-
pensive prices outside campus, he
said.

Mooketsi said the money that
students are being offered to buy
textbooks is only enough to cover
books for first semester. He said
he believed that this is because
Books Botswana is too expensive.

Last academic year, second
semester, students boycotted
classes because they wanted their
meal allowances to be credited
into to their bank accounts instead
of being credited into student
identity card accounts. They com-
plained about high prices in the
refectories, and they wanted the
freedom to eat elsewhere if they
wished. Now, some students have
begun to complain about the
prices of the UB books store.

Dipogiso Kealeboga, Minister
of Information of the Student
Representative Council, said the
issue of Books Botswana is simi-
lar to that of the refectory.

“The only difference is that
one deals with meals, the other
one deals with books.”

Director of Public Affairs
Samuel Moribame said it is UB
policy to credit student’s money
into the book store to enable them
to buy text books.

“Currently the university pol-
icy is that of crediting students’
accounts located in the bookstore
with access done through student
cards to enable them to obtain
textbooks. Where there are credit
balances at the end of the stu-
dent’s studies at the UB, due pay-
ment is made to such completing
students.” Moribame said. He
said that if any student has infor-
mation on the source of cheaper
text books in the open market,
they should feel free to provide
such information to Books
Botswana.

Kealeboga said this policy is
not fair because students are ma-
ture enough to buy books on their
own. “We are here for what we
are here for. That is learning,”
Kealeboga said.

Dipogiso said the SRC met
with Books Botswana manage-
ment, UB management and the

Ministry of Education in June
2006 to discuss the issue. Keale-
boga explained that the ministry
pledged to support whatever deci-
sion the other three parties agreed
upon.

“It means that if we (MoE,
UB management and SRC) agree
that students should be given hard
cash, MoE will support that deci-

sion. The problem raised is that
the manager is not at all willing to
(agree that the university should)
give the money in hard cash,” said
Kealeboga.

Kealeboga said that there has
not been any agreement between
Books Botswana and the SRC. He
said the negotiations had long col-
lapsed because the book store
manager was not willing to com-
promise.

“Students are continuing to
swipe from the bookstore. Person-
ally, I would have expected them
to boycott swiping if at all they
wanted their money in hard cash
until the money is credited into
their bank accounts,” Kealeboga
said.

But are the bookstore’s prices
really higher than the competi-
tion?

Kealeboga said the SRC sent
a delegation of four people, in-
cluding the SRC president, to
South Africa during the long va-
cation last year to compare prices.

“It was found that certain
books in (Books Botswana) were
less expensive,” said Kealeboga.

Books Botswana Managing
Director Andy Free said he does
not believe that the bookstore

prices are higher.
“All book pricing surveys that

have been carried indicate that we
are generally if not significantly
cheaper than other providers,”
Free said. Books Botswana prices
recently were compared to the
publisher price, Amazon and
Kalahari, and their prices were
found to be significantly more
competitive, he said.

In an effort to find out how
Books Botswana prices compare
to the competition, a UB Horizon
reporter compared the prices of
four textbooks selected at random
with two local book shops, Exclu-
sive Books in River Walk and
Botswana Book Center in the
Main Mall, and the leading online
book source – Amazon.com. It
was found that Books Botswana’s
prices were lower for each book
except one than those at the two
local book stores In one other
case, it matched a competetor’s
price.

Books Botswana’s prices were
less in one case and more in an-
other than Amazon.com, the
world’s largest online book seller.
Amazon didn’t carry two of the
books.

Is Books Botswana really expensive?

Name of the book and
Author

Books Botswana
Prices

( includes VAT)

Exclusive Books (in-
cludes VAT)

Botswana Book centre
(includes VAT)

Amazon.com (in-
cludes P97.50
std.shipping)

Effective Public Rela-
tions 9th edition. Scott
M. Cutlip

P485.66 P373.00 P805.00 P741.72

Television Production
13th edition Gerald
Millerson P449.66 P785.00 P526.00 P407.67

Accounting (an Introduc-
tion) Jaqui Kew P351.00 P351.00 P440.00 unavailable

Organic Chemestry, a
short course 12th edition
Hart Crane P323.00 P870.00 P1,208 unavailable

Onkemetse J. Bortnatelo, fourth year hu-
manities student shopping at Books Botswana.

Calculated at the exchange rate of $1=6Pula

The UB Horizon conducted a price comparism survey based on four
textbooks selected at random. Here is what we learned.
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By Baboki Kayawe

Twenty year-old Matilda
Mokotedi hails from Gantsi. She
is a first-year criminal justice stu-
dent. Like many first year stu-
dents, she attended this year’s
Fresher’s Ball. This is an annual
function held at UB to welcome
first-year students to varsity life.
It also promotes socialization
among students. Mokotedi said at
dusk everything was in order at
the amphitheatre, but things began
to change during the course of the
night.

“At around 2 a.m., the place
was fully packed with people,
among them were gangsters –
manyora,” Mokotedi said. “A
friend of mine and I were
searched by the gangsters, and
when they discovered that I did
not have cash or anything of
value, they caressed me. They
touched my breasts, and one of
them attempted to take off my
top,” Mokotedi said. She says she
considers such an act sexual ha-
rassment.

“Under the cover of darkness,
somebody threw a bottle at me. It
hit me, but I incurred minor in-

juries. I was lucky the bottle did
not hit my head,” she said with a
worrisome look. Mokotedi says
she did not report this incident to
the security officers.

“I did not report because I
feared they [the ganster] will
threaten my life in future,” she
said.

Matilda Mokotedi is one of the
many who have not received a
pleasant welcome at the Freshers
Ball

“We recorded about 13 cases
during the 2006-2007 Fresher’s’
Ball, and among these cases
crimes committed included com-

mon theft, especially of mobile
phones and cash, assault, mali-
cious damage to property and un-
lawful wounding. Of all the 13
cases only five arrests were
made,” said Mbinganyi Chirolo,
assistant protection supervisor at
UB Security.

“I think we were unable to
find the other culprits because in
many instances crime is commit-
ted by outsiders during this festi-
val, and it is hard to trace them,”
he said. Chirolo said the five that
were arrested were UB students.
There were no rape cases
recorded, “but this does not mean
that there were no rape victims
during the event; the thing is peo-
ple are reluctant to report rape
cases, and I think this is because
of shame and fear of stigma,” he
said.

“The Fresher’s Ball is a good
event, but the only problem with
it is that it lacks security,”
Mokotedi said. “The relevant au-
thority should try to reinforce it.
Security guards should be posi-
tioned all over the amphitheatre,
not only at the entrance and exit
points as it was last semester.”

Another first-year student who
attended the Freshers Ball, Baret-
senye Ketsaletse, 20, from
Serowe, attributed the violence
that took place at the amphitheatre
to too much alcohol consumption.
Though he was not a victim, the
law student said, “Lack of intense
security gives birth to all these un-
becoming acts. And it is this lack
of security that invites the pres-
ence of criminal subcultures of the
likes of manyora from all walks of
life.” As a solution to the anarchy,
he says liquor must be moderate.

‘There should be limited alco-
hol in order to harmonize people,
and the organizers should ensure
that alcohol is not sold at the am-
phitheatre but rather people bring
their own beer,” he said. Ket-
saletse added that punches should
be provided so that disposable
glasses can be used instead of bot-
tles, which are a danger to people.

“Everybody who enters
through the doors of the am-
phitheatre should be searched
thoroughly for possession of
harmful weapons as well as
drugs,” he said. Organizers of the
event need to review the entire
event and implement major secu-
rity measures, and police should
be part of the team, he said.

“Failing to review and come
up with better solutions, the
Freshers Ball should be stopped,”
Ketsaletse said. “This kind of re-
ception can blind some students,
more especially those who come
from strict families because they
are having a feel of freedom for
the first time.”

The Student Representative
Council (SRC) Minister of Enter-
tainment and organizer of the
event, Daniel Kazonda, said it re-
ceived sponsorship from the
Botswana Network on Ethics,
Law and HIV/AIDS, African
Comprehensive HIV/AIDS Part-
nerships, Ministry of Health and
Student Welfare Committee. Ka-
zonda confirmed that there was
excessive drinking at the event.

“Yes, there was too much al-
cohol, over 400 cases of beer,” he
said. Although no liquorcompany
sponsored the occasion, “We used
Windhoek larger for advertising,”
he said.

Security lapse at Freshers Ball
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By Mahoko Tamajobe

Something was not right with
KeneniSeabe’s wardrobe.
The 23-year-old, final-year

Bachelor of Humanities student
paused for a moment trying to
make a recollection of what could
be wrong.

She said she could see
that something was missing from
the shelves, though it took some
seconds before she noticed that a
plastic bag containing P500 was
gone.

Seabe, one of this year’s
victims of theft on campus, said
the money was part of the funds
that were raised for the University
of Botswana Students’ Society
Against HIV/AIDS (SAHA).

On Feb. 2, Seabe’s
roommate, Pako Senane, decided
to take a quick shower. As usual

she took her small bucket that she
uses to carry her cosmetics,
locked the room and left for the
bathroom. She put her room keys
inside the bucket.

“When she was still
bathing, someone walked inside
the bathroom, but she did not see
who that person was as the shower
curtain was closed,” Seabe said.

Senane realised that the
keys were gone only after she had
finished bathing. Surprisingly, she
found the door to her room wide
open but without anybody inside.

She quickly noticed that
her cellphone was missing from
where she had left it. When she
opened her wardrobe, she said. It
was not properly arranged the way
she left it, with clothes all over.
Her money, P180, had also disap-
peared, said Seabe.

This incident brought to
nine the number of cases of theft

reported during the first two
months of this year. Acting Uni-
versity of Botswana Security
Services Manager, Ipelegeng Tso-
gang, said theft was common on
the university campus.

“We sometimes deal
with about 30 cases in one month,
and zero when the school is
closed,” he said.

Statistics from the UB
Security Office indicate that dur-
ing the academic year 2002-2003,
143 cases were reported. The
number increased to 148 the fol-
lowing year but dropped slightly
to 146 cases during 2004-2005 ac-
ademic year.

Tsogang said most of
these thefts were “opportunity
thefts” where the students or
members of staff fail to lock their
rooms or offices. He said there
were few instances where thieves
literally broke into rooms and of-

fices. Tsogang said thieves target
cellphones, ladies’ bags, computer
accessories, radios and jewellery,
which he said, “are easily sold to
the public for quick cash.” He ad-
vised the UB community to al-
ways lock their rooms and offices
whenever they leave, even if they
were going to be “right back.”

The hostels and offices
are patrolled at night by both se-
curity and crime prevention offi-
cers, Tsogang said. He added that
the security office has also intro-
duced an escort service with the
aim of escorting students and staff
members to their rooms and vehi-
cles after dark. This has been in-
troduced as a precautionary
measure because in the past, the
university had cases in which stu-
dents and staff members who
worked late were attacked and
robbed of their belongings.

Security records indicate

that during the 2003-2004 aca-
demic year, there were 14 cases of
muggings reported, and the fol-
lowing year the figures went
down to eight. The acting security
manager said that even though the
numbers are low, prevention is
better than cure, hence the intro-
duction of the escort service. He
advised the UB community to al-
ways inform the security office
whenever they want to work up to
late hours of the night so that they
escort them to their rooms or vehi-
cles.

Meanwhile, Seabe has
appealed to fellow students to
keep their belongings safe, and
their rooms securely locked at all
times to avoid being victims of
theft.

“Don’t ever part with
your room keys,” she warned.

Student belongings unsafe on campus

Tips on keeping your property safe

Local recording artist Stagga performing at the Fresher’s Ball. The function was held at night and some stu-
dents fell victim to assault, among other things.

UB THEFT FACTS:

Theft is the most common
crime on campus.

Most thefts occur in unlocked
and unattended hostel rooms
and offices, others happen in
the cafeteria, library and
classrooms.

Cell phones are usually the

target; money and sellable
items also fall within the tar-
get group.

Theft is the most difficult
crime for both security and
police officers to prevent, but
the easiest for you to prevent.

A thief needs only seconds to
steal what it takes you much
more time to acquire.

What can students do
protect their belongings?

Lock your room or office when-
ever you leave, even if you are
going to be “right back.”

Keep your belongings in safe
places and far from being
reached by any means.

When leaving a classroom, a
table in the library, or seat in the

cafeteria, coffee bar and labora-
tory, even if going away “for a
minute,” take your purse/wal-
let/handbag, flash drives and cell
phone with you.

Don’t assume that leaving your
books unattended will mean that
they will be there when you get
back. Books are an easily-stolen
item as well.

All packages should be hidden

when your car is left unattended.

Take extra security precautions
with your vehicle’s spare wheels.
They are a high-theft item as
well.

Keep guard on one another.
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UB Horizon Reporter
Kabelo Kgwarapi finds
out more about the
local hip-hop star, Scar.

Name: Thato Scar Matlhabaphiri

D.O.B: 23 October 1984

P.O.B:Molepolole

Home Village:Molepolole

Is there a difference between
Thato and Scar?

Yes, there is a difference.
Thato would like to be home
watching Liverpool and Arsenal
or Notwane and Flamingo Santos
than performing.
Scar is a performer; he loves the
energy his fans generate and most
importantly the music. He could
do that every day if that was the
case.

When did you start coming out
and sharing your skill?

There was a show on
Yarona FM where guys would
come and spit their rhymes, and
the best got to do a song on radio.
And after that everything un-
folded.

Who have you worked with to
get to where you are now? `

As far back as I could re-
member, Modisa, my manager,
had always been around even be-
fore he signed me. I would always
see this guy hanging around when
I do my recordings, and little did I
know that he wanted to manage

me, and he is good at it.

Many artists measure the suc-
cess of their music careers with
the record labels they get signed
to like Sony, BMG and other
great labels. Is this where Scar
would like to be sometime?

You know very well
what that means when you are at
that level, it’s not something that
I wouldn’t do if the opportunity
knocked. But I would like to say I
am happy where I am, and I am
growing in the industry, and most
importantly, I am learning a lot.

What else do you do when you
are not doing your music?

We own a clothing line,
Podi, and we are recently on a
joint venture with Zen Promotions
that we support each other in any-
way possible that her promotion
company and Podi clothing line
benefits, too.

What does your family think of
you as Scar?

My father, mother and
sister are just fine with it. My rel-
atives call me Scar, my mother
Mma Scar. Well of course there
are those times when you meet
with relatives you don’t know, like
there was this one time when
some girl pulled out her ID just to
show me that she has a Matl-
habaphiri last name, and some are
just shocked that I can actually do
this, and I’m known all over.

Do they support the great talent
we see, or are you all on your
own?

My family supports me a

lot, as you may know that I last re-
leased an album four years ago,
and most of the time they would
ask me what I’m doing about it,
when is the next one coming?
They buy my music, clothing, and
they make it to the shows.

What’s your greatest fear?
Losing my mother. I love

that woman to death. Her support
is unconditional. She can tell
when I really need something or

any kind of help.

Do you have loving moments, or
are you just a Morepa?

I do have someone spe-
cial. Her name is Lwazi, her
friends call her Miss Lwazi, and
she is a nice one.

Your greatest achievement?

How big the Scar name
has grown, my music, clothing

line, being able to be who I am
and dropping my second album.

Favorite car?

Range Sport Boss, what
ever you do to that car it still looks
nice, I just love it.

Favorite MC?

Buster Rhymes, because
every song he is on he rocks, and
it’s amazing how his skill over-
shadows his looks. Those who
know him will very well under-
stand what I am talking about. But
he is a big guy anyway, let’s not
forget that.

Favorite Producer?

It used to be Dre, but
now my hat goes off for Justin
Timberlake. He has shown great
growth in his music by producing
across genres of music and still
coming out good.

Favorite Radio Station?

Yarona FM 106.0. If it
wasn’t for the platform they laid
for people like us, I could have
been still out there trying to ex-
press my art hoping that someone
would just come and pick me up.
You guys at Yarona Rock too
much, and I like it.

What can you say about music
in Botswana?

Music is an art that all
who work with it need to be at it at
all time. Reading about what you
do can be an added advantage, but
if you fail to practice your art,
your growth will be slow. I do my
art in almost everything I do.

By C.S NTUMY:

Magic Seeds
By V.S Naipaul
Picador
London
2004
ISBN 0330 48520 2 HB
294 pages
Location: UB Library, Ground
Floor
Call No.: F NAI

Magic Seeds is V.S
Naipaul’s second novel
about Willie Chandran,

an Indian man trying to make
sense of his life after idling away
years in Europe and Africa. In-
spired by his sister’s passionate

talk of revolution, he decides to
return to his native country and
join a political movement that in-
tends to “liberate” the poor from
the shackles of post-colonialism.
But instead of becoming a free-
dom fighter, he finds himself
falling deeper and deeper into a pit
of violence, futility and despera-
tion.

The book’s title comes
from the story of Jack and the
Beanstalk. Jack traded his cow,
the last thing of value he owned,
for a handful of magic seeds that
changed his life forever. Willie is
looking for his own “magic
seeds,” something that will give
him a sense of purpose and iden-
tity and solve all his troubles. Is
the revolution his “magic seeds?”
Will he ever really know who he
is, or understand where he comes
from?

The answers to these
questions – and others – lie in the
novel, but an even more important
question is posed: do “magic
seeds” actually exist, or will
Willie, like many people, direct
his life towards a goal that is noth-
ing more than an illusion?

Horizon Stars: Thato “Scar” Matlhabaphiri
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Book review
By Mmoloki Gabatlhaolwe

TheUniversity Of Botswana
will send five students from
the second-year class to

study for eight weeks to one aca-
demic year in the United States at
three universities, Harvard, Kala-
mazoo and Pitzer, this year.

The opportunity is part
of the university’s effort to be-
come part of the world-wide intel-
lectual academic community,
according to Professor John
Holm, director of international ed-
ucation and partnerships at UB.

“We don’t want to be an
isolated university. We want to
give our students a chance to ex-
perience other universities in other
countries in order to develop cross
cultural skills,” Holm said.

He added that UB wants
to internationalise its program by
giving students the feel of the at-
mosphere of other universities
around the world, and they expect
the students to come back with
great abilities, a new awareness of
what is going on in other universi-
ties, a more international perspec-
tive and the ability to
communicate with other commu-
nities.

“The students will have

to reorganise their lives to cope
with a new society, a total chal-
lenge to personality and intellect,”
he said of those selected.

The Harvard Summer
Exchange is an eight-week pro-
gram during the long break. Har-
vard, located in Boston, is the
US’s oldest and most prestigious
university. The academic term
starts June 25 and endsAugust 17.

Kalamazoo and Pitzer
are small, liberal arts colleges.
They focus on the Humanities,
natural and social sciences. Kala-
mazoo is in southern Michigan,
while Pitzer is in southern Carli-
fonia. Kalamazoo’s year runs
from September to early June
while Pitzer’s is from mid-August
to mid-May.

Holm said he would like
to see students from all faculties
applying for this program, as it is
open to all disciplines.

“Botswana is highly
globalised, and the global system
affects everyone in their areas.”

He said the program
started in the 2006-2007 academic
year, with UB sending two stu-
dents to Kalamazoo: Pretty Seg-
wai of media studies and
Onkabetse Nkane of finance. He
said his office intends to start de-
veloping some international link-

ages with Japan and Korea soon.
“I am very enthusiastic

about the expansion of the pro-
gram. Each year it’s going to be
bigger.” Prof. Holm said. He high-
lighted that the one-year study is
part of the student’s four- or five-
year degree. He added that the
program is for one year because it
is important to have the exchange
and keep the cost low.

UB and its partner uni-
versities cover all the basic ex-
penses of the program. Currently,
there are 13 students from Euro-
pean andAmerican universities at
UB in this program. Holm said
every time they send students
abroad, they will have others com-
ing here. “That’s why it’s called
an exchange,” he said.

For eligibility for this
program, students must be en-
rolled full time at UB and must
have a GPA of 3.75 through the
first three semesters of their un-
dergraduate education.

In the application, stu-
dents must submit a one-page, sin-
gle-spaced essay explaining why
they are interested in participating
in one of the three exchange pro-
grams and what they hope to ex-
perience and achieve. The
application should be submitted to
the office of International Educa-
tion and Partnerships (108/149)
by 4 p.m. April 2.

Study in USA

Recording artist, Scar, is not just an artist. He has also ventured into the
fashion world with his popular clothing line.



By Tembezelani E. Pheko

Who are you?
I am Caine. A son, a brother, a

friend and an associate to many. Is
that good enough?

How old are you?
Old enough my friend, old

enough.
How would you describe

your self?
I am quite a reserved and

friendly person. Sometimes I am
more outreaching than reserved.
It’s just part of me, I guess. I also
believe in fear, respect, fairness,
equality & many more. In short, I
am just an ordinary Joe. I like this,
I don’t like that. I want this, I
don’t want that. Just like every-
body.

Likes?
Yep, many. I hate lies. I be-

lieve that if I tell a lie to save my
skin or that of someone close to
me, I will cause more harm to
someone else. Otherwise I like
swimming, poetry, watching ten-
nis, food (yes food), socializing,
dogs, sports and many things.

Can you tell us what you are
doing at UB?

I don’t know what I am doing
here. I have been here for quite
some time, and I am failing to un-
derstand that. Only kidding. I am

an Environmental Sciences & De-
mography major student.

How did you get to be a
swimmer?

Beats me. Back in the days,
many of my school mates died
from drowning in rivers, and my
mum took it as protection for my
life to ban me from getting close
to water sources. I started building
confidence by jumping in & out of

a hotel pool (a small pool that is).
Then in 2002, I started learning
how to swim seriously here at the
UB pool. I am still learning
though.

Competitions? and how did
you do?

Just a few. It started with the
UB galas. We call our competi-
tions galas, by the way. I took part
in three UB galas and was suc-

cessful in most of my races. I got
few position 1’s, 2’s, 3’s and even
consolation positions. For the UB
galas, our main competitors were
the Botswana Defence Force
(BDF) swimmers. I also took part
at the GGV11/ IGLAcompetitions
in Chicago last July. I came 1st and
3rd on my two races for my heats
but 12th & 15th overall. The latest
gala was the Botswana Swimming
Sports Association (BSSA) Na-
tional Invitational Gala. I got one
silver medal, and the rest I was
outside the medal positions. I have
been to other competitions like the
one held in Turkey in 2005 for
World University Games

Where do you see yourself in
the next five years?

I really don’t know, but I hope
I will be busy doing something
sports-related, preferably swim-
ming. If not, human rights cam-
paigning or poetry.

What is your take in human
rights?

Yes! I am one who believes in
human rights. I am a registered
member of Lesbian Gays & Bi-
sexuals of Botswana
(LEGABIBO), and I have done a
presentation on their behalf at the
Ditshwanelo’ minority groups
workshop in 2005. Last year I co-
facilitated a workshop teaching

the members of LEGABIBO on
life skills, but my topic of presen-
tation was sexual health

What advice can you give to
acquaphobes?

I really don’t know how to
help people overcome their fear
except to say swim where the
water is shallow and there are pro-
ficient people around who can
help you. One thing we should all
understand is that being a good
swimmer does not make you a
lifesaver, so if you want to help a
non-swimmer swim, use a shal-
low pool. Shallow pool allows
you to stand on your feet with
your neck sticking out of the
water. Remember, its not only the
depth of water that drowns people,
its also things like rough play in
the water, diving in shallow pools,
swimming when one feels not
well or drunk, or swimming under
repressing medication. Otherwise,
sir, swimming is a very pleasant
sport. If you fear, just start with
shallow water and remember,
NEVER swim alone.

What keeps you going?
“It’s possible” and “Don’t give

up.” Those are my two mottos.
My family and friends’ support is
also crucial for me.

Caine Kaene Youngman not just a swimmer

Page 15 UB Horizon Wednesday, March 21, 2007

Caine is one of UB and Botswana’s best swimmer

Sports

Photo by Kabelo Kgwarapi



By Carol Kgafela

Friday, Feb. 23, 2007:
Everything at the UB
campus had come to al-

most a standstill. The usual activ-
ity and noise of the students had
moved to the campus stadium. Ex-
citement was the word of the day,
everywhere you looked there were
students clustered together talking
loudly and laughing, or pulling
bags in every direction.

Yes, the spirit of intervarsity
was in the air. At least 700 stu-
dents had gathered at the UB sta-
dium for departure to the
intervarsity games, which were
this year held in University of
Swaziland in Manzini from Feb.
23-March 2. The games, which in-
volve the three BOLESWA uni-
versities in the SADC region, are
staged to encourage interaction
between the member countries of
BOtswana, LEsotho and SWAzi-
land.

The University of Botswana
sent out a total of 700 students to
the games, with 500 being athletes
in the different sporting codes and
200 being spectators. For the first
time in three years, the university
fed the athletes at these games.
The decision of the university had
gone down well with the students
who had been complaining of
having to feed themselves while
they were representing the school.

The UB team arrived early
Saturday afternoon. There wasn’t
much to be done on this day, ex-
cept the captains of the various
sports had to organize sleeping
space and mattresses for their
teams. Saturday and Sunday were
lazy days at the games, these days
had been set aside to give the var-
ious teams time to rest and famil-
iarize themselves with the
university. The games were sched-

uled to begin on Monday.
OnMonday morning, all roads

led to the Somhlolo national sta-
dium for the official opening cer-
emony. Teams were dressed in
their team colors and were waving
their flags. The Minister of Edu-
cation for Swaziland, Mr Themba
Nsibi, was the guest of honor for
the day. He gave a speech wel-
coming the Lesotho and Botswana
students to Swaziland and wished
everyone a happy sporting week.
The minister’s speech was fol-
lowed by the singing of the vari-
ous national anthems, after which
the games began.

The opening ceremony had,
however, taken longer than antic-

ipated, and this threw the organi-
zation of games off right from the
start. But because of good sports-
manship, the delay did not dis-
courage teams from participating
and playing whole heartedly even
though some teams had to wait as
late as midnight to begin playing.
The entire week was an exciting
sporting experience, with fierce
but healthy competition in all
codes.

According to UB Minster of
Sports Nonofo Othusitse, the UB
teams that participated in the
games did well, coming first with
a total of 12 gold medals, with
UNISWA coming a close second
with nine golds, and NUL trailing

with three gold medals.
“They did well, even though

the standard of sports seems to
have dropped when compared to
that in the last games in Lesotho,”
said Nonofo. He said that he was
disappointed that some of the
teams that were supposed to have
been defending their titles at these
games had underperformed and
had to settle for silver medals in-
stead of retaining their golds.
However, the minster said that he
was happy with the way the week
had gone because it was evident
that the games had managed to
achieve interaction and build
friendships among the three uni-
versities.

“It wasn’t only about the
games this time, but we were also
able to achieve unity between the
universities, which is something
we have been promoting for so
long,” said Nonofo.

One of the sports officers who
accompanied the UB team to
Manzini, Patrick Moesi, said that
the games went well although
they experienced a number of
shortcomings. According to
Moesi, the main problem in
Swaziland was venue and facili-
ties.

“They didn’t have enough fa-
cilities on campus. which meant
that we had to go out for other
games. Even with those facilities
that they had on campus, there
was always a problem of poor
planning,” he said.

According to Moesi, the multi-
purpose hall had been over-
booked, which had resulted in
disagreements about which sport
was supposed to be played at a
particular time. He cited an inci-
dent where the volleyball game
was still on and the taekwondo
teams started to align their mats
because it was their turn to use the
hall. However, Moesi has com-
mended the Swaziland team for
their efforts in accommodation
and overall running of the games,
which he says was better than
what they had experienced in
Lesotho.

Next year’s games will be held
in Botswana, and Moesi said that
he hopes that the games will run
smoother than in Swaziland be-
cause of the availability of facili-
ties on the UB campus.

“Venues won’t be a problem in
Botswana because we have all the
facilities on campus, and wont
have to go out to use facilities
elsewhere,” said Moesi.

Botswana rules at intervarsity

By Tankiso Sephoso

The 56-member Univer-
sity of Botswana
Choral choir was left

stranded for two days in Swazi-
land after this year’s intervarsity
games

The choir had no bus to trans-
port them back home after a
week-long tournament in which
they took the bronze medal for
their overall performance, accord-
ing to Students Representative
Council Minister of Sports
Nonofo Othusitse. The choir ar-
rived on campus on Saturday
evening 3rd March, almost two
days later than other students.

Nonofo revealed that the choir
was left behind in Swaziland be-
cause they refused to ride back in
the same bus they came in.

“The choir complained that
the bus was not in good condi-

tion,” Nonofo said. “They told us
that the bus was old. They said the
bus was not fit to travel 14 hours,
the distance between Botswana
and Swaziland. Seats were dilapi-
dated and not fit for athletes. Also
that the bus had no television set.”

The Department of Culture,
Sports and Recreation Director
Dr. Dele O. Akpata said that in-
deed they received the complaint
from the choir as they were about
to board to Swaziland. “As they
were about to board the bus, the
choir showed that they were dis-
satisfied with the bus. We told
them that that was the bus allo-
cated to them,” he said.

The director said that they told
the choir members that there was
no other bus that could be given to
them at that time. “We assured
them that according to the certifi-
cate of fitness the department re-
ceived from maintenance through

the transport department, the bus
was fit for the journey. There was
much reluctance from them. As
the bus moved to collect some of
the stalls we were to display in the
intervarsity they started running
after the bus thinking that the bus
was leaving them. Then they
board the bus.”

Nonofo further added that the
bus later broke down in Swaziland
while transporting the choir from
Mbabane campus to Kwaluseni
campus of the University of
Swaziland.

“The old bus is popularly
known as “mma di-coupon” is
unsafe and misfit for long jour-
neys,” he said. He also said the
chairperson of the choir informed
the SRC while in Swaziland that
before they could board the bus
from Botswana the previous
week, the choir lodged a com-
plaint with the Department of

Sports and Culture that they
would not ride in such a bus. “The
chairperson told us that instead the
department promised the choir
that they will be given another bus
to transport them back home.
Therefore they decided to boycott
the bus as they were promised an-
other bus,” he said.

“We tried to intervene by per-
suading the choir to split the mem-
bers to other buses. At least that
appeared as the temporary solu-
tion to get them home so that the
SRC could attend to the matter
when we arrive back at school,”
he said. “But they told us that
other athletes had been together in
their own separate vehicles, but
they are treated like second best.”
The minister said

Dr. Akpata dismissed the
claim that the choir members were
promised another bus. “We could
not promise any bus because there

were no buses available. Depart-
ment of transport had told us that
the alternative bus of the univer-
sity had been transporting people
fromArcheology to South Africa.
I further called people from my
department in a meeting with the
choir present to publicly disclose
the person whom the choir said
promised them another bus. They
could not pinpoint the person who
promised them another bus!” he
emphasized. “Why wouldn’t the
choir be adamant in their decision
to boycott the bus in Botswana
like they did in Swaziland if they
felt so strongly about the issue?”
he wondered.

Laba Mokete, the chairperson
of the choir, told UB Horizon that
he was not prepared to reveal any-
thing to the media yet. He had
promised to get back to UB Hori-
zon before this publication but did
not.

Choral Choir left stranded in Swaziland
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UB stand at the just ended intervarsity in Mbabane Photo by Mino
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