
A Nation Unites for a dream
By Khaya Mpofu

Aspirit walks the university.
It is frozen in time, facing
the library – the light of

knowledge. The bronze statue of
the man and cow is the symbol of
“motho le motho kgomo.”

This man once traveled from
every village of this country, and
in his hands were compassion and
charity for all. He sacrificed his
only form of living wealth – usu-
ally animals and crops – for the
benefit of the university

Dr. Joe Tsonope, the director
of University of Botswana foun-
dation, recalled the first days of
UB’s conception.

“The campaign was launched
in 1975 by Sir Sereste Khama,” he
said. The government responded
to the breakup of the University of

Botswana, Lesotho and
Swaziland by

launching a
c a m -

p a i g n
to raise

money from the
people for the new University

of Botswana

Hon. P. H. Kedikiwe, a Mem-
ber of Parliament and Minister of
Minerals, Energy and Water Re-
sources, recalled, “It was an excit-
ing period, but instead of
government becoming hostile to
Lesotho, it created a mood of self-
help. It started with someone in
the parliamentary bar, but some
said it was a good idea, and it was
mentioned to the president, and he
took it as serious advice.”

Professor Thomas Tlou, a for-
mer UB chancellor of UB (1984-
1998), said of the idea, “It was
very important and visionary, and
Botswana did not have resources
from diamonds, and so govern-
ment had to go to the Batswana.”

Thus the people of this land
used the principle printed on the
nation’s coins “Ipelegeng” (self-
reliance) to meet the momentous
challenge of raising enough
money to build the nation’s uni-
versity.

“So, in that crisis they pulled
together at the call of President
Khama.” Prof Tlou recalled.

Coordinating the fundraising
campaign called BUCA
(Botswana University Cam-
pus Appeal) was Mr. Pot-
lako Molefhe. The
campaign rallying cry
became, “one man,
one beast,” appeal-
ing for every
Motswana to con-
tribute cattle or
anything they
could give.

“ T h e
set target for
raising money
was 1 million
rand,” said
Molefe.

The pro-
gram, like any
ambitious proj-
ect, was faced
with a myriad of
problems, he said,
the first being that
BUCAwas not allot-
ted a budget of its

own in terms of trans-
port and organizing col-

lections of all the
resources, Molefe said.
“We used existing structures

of the government revenue office
and postal services,” Molefhe
said.

The Central Transport Organi-
zation was used by BUCA to col-
lect donations because BUCA did
not have any vehicles of its own
and used government filling sta-

tions.Collecting donations from
across the country, which had
fewer and poorer roads to trans-
port animals, became a big chal-
lenge, he said.

Those animals that could not
be transported to Botswana Meat
Commission were sold close to
where they were donated.

“In order to prevent deaths of
livestock, we held auctions in in-
accessible places,” such as Maun,
Molefhe said. The Matimela Mas-
ter system, a means of collecting
livestock, was employed, he said.

“The biggest problem was
with animals with the young
calves,” Molefhe recalled. BUCA
set up an exchange system where
people could exchange a pregnant
cow for an ox.

“One man, one
beast”-Mr Potlako
Molefe

“On the whole they were able
to recover all animals donated, in-
cluding small stock (such as
chickens and goats). It was bought
by people, and chickens were
bought by butcheries,” Molefhe
said.

Molefhe recalled profiteering
by some companies who, without
authorization, promoted BUCA
on T-shirts for the purpose of cap-
italizing on the good will of the
campaign to sell their own prod-

ucts and services.
Not everyone gave freely,

Molefhe recalled.“The white com-
munity around the Tuli block area,
Ghanzi and Molapo farms were
reluctant to donate money because
their children were schooling in
SouthAfrica, so they saw no sense
in giving donations to govern-
ment,” he recalled. BUCA relayed
the message upwards until it
reached the president, who per-
suaded the white community by
personally going to each of the
areas and appealing to them in the
form of a speech that donations
would benefit the white commu-
nity and black, he said. Some
tragedies occurred during the
campaign, he said.

“Four students were involved
in an accident in Swaneng in a
BUCA exercise at the senior sec-
ondary school, so they were ac-
knowledged,” said Mr. Molefe.
All four students died, he said.
BUCA tried to convince govern-
ment to commemorate them for
their sacrifice.

“We wanted that at UB, but
nothing was done to remember
them,” Molefhe recalled.

The BUCA project made an
impact beyond the initial fundrais-
ing success. The program planted
the seeds for the UB foundation,
said Dr. Tsonope. The successful
grassroots campaign inspired oth-
ers, such as theAlumni of Univer-
sity of Botswana Hostel

Association, which was formed to
accomplish the construction of
hostel 475 and led to the construc-
tion of five additional houses in
Gaborone West, he said.

“These episodes informed de-
cision makers to see the need for
the establishment of a permanent
organ called the UB foundation,”
Dr. Tsonope said.

Mr. Molefhe said his recollec-
tions of BUCA days were bitter-
sweet.

“So, in that crisis
they pulled to-
gether at the call of
President Khama.”
Prof Thomas Tlou .

“It brought unity and initiated
a type of self-reliance (that en-
abled) Batswana to rally to-
gether,” said Molefhe. “The
university was built through the
efforts of ordinary Batswana who
will never see it,” he said, refer-
ring to the rural donors who
would never have occasion to see
the university.

On the occasion of the 25th
anniversary of this university,
Mr. Molefhe reflected, “We don’t
have that pride of being a
Motswana, and it is of great con-
cern for those of us who are
aging.”

Continues from page 8...

pool and other infrastructural de-
velopments. Finally she mentions
the growth in female representa-
tion in UB.

“Not to say it’s satisfactory,”
she adds hastily. “A lot more still
needs to be done.”

Dr Rasebotsa also includes the
growth of the Faculty of Humani-
ties in her list of UB’s achieve-
ments, specifically the birth of
new departments, such as the
Media Studies Department, which
produced its first class of gradu-
ates last year.

“That needs to be celebrated,
too,” she says.

In Melamu’s opinion, the uni-
versity’s biggest achievement is
“its ability to establish an interna-
tional reputation as a very serious
leading academic institution in

this part of the world.” He says the
institution established an aca-
demic standard which is interna-
tionally recognised, allowing
students to move to other universi-
ties with ease.

“We used to step
on cow dung all
the time when we
came to the cam-
pus.” - Professor
Moteane Melamu

Dr Rasebotsa and Professor
Melamu agree that the most im-
portant thing for students to know
about UB’s history is the contribu-
tion of Batswana to the building of
UB, and, in Dr Rasebotsa’s words,
“the spirit of self-reliance and the
spirit of giving that the organising

committee was appealing for.”
The university was built by

selfless contributions from
Batswana, “some of whom had
never seen the inside of a school,”
says Melamu. He recalls that the
government’s campaign called for
contributions from the public in
order to raise the money to build
the institution. People brought cat-
tle, goats, chickens, sorghum,
money – whatever they could
bring, adds Rasebotsa. She ex-
plains that the statue of the man
and the cow outside the library is
symbolic of co-operation.

“It’s in the wrong place,”
Melamu says of the statue. He be-
lieves that it should be near the en-
trance, for people to see.

Rasebotsa says the 25th an-
niversary “gives one the opportu-
nity to reflect on the strides one
has made as a person.” She says

she views the anniversary as a
time “to celebrate one’s own con-
tribution,” but at the same time
celebrate the contributions others
have made to produce the univer-
sity as it is today. “It has moved a
long way,” she says.

Melamu shares his sentiments.
“I feel like one who is about to
celebrate an important personal
birthday,” he says, smiling.

As UB approaches its next 25
years, Melamu’s desire is that,
“When the 50th anniversary hap-
pens, I’d like to see an institution
which is even much better that the
present one.”

Rasebotsa’s hope for the insti-
tution is “a sustained progress and
development towards the achieve-
ment of UB’s own vision.” This
vision, as stated in the annual cal-
endar, is “to be a leading academic
centre of excellence in Africa and

the world.”
Professor Melamu’s face re-

veals the depth of his connection
to the university.

“For me, the 25th anniversary
is a milestone in the history of
UB,” he says warmly. It leaves me
personally with a profound sense
of pride that I was involved in the
development of this institution.”

Dr Rasebotsa speaks of how
far the institution has come, and
her expression, like Melamu’s, is
one of pride and contentment.
Like the University of Botswana,
she has gone through several tran-
sitions to get to where she is today.
First a student, then a lecturer,
then the Head of the English De-
partment, and now the Dean of the
Faculty of Humanities.

She says with passion, “I feel
fulfilled.”

The bronze man with cow infront of the library was cast by a Maun artist to remind the community of the Batswana’s
dedication to education.
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By Ndingililo Gaoswediwe

Debris of a crushed porch
structure blocked students’ way
into the relaxation area of the
business faculty in the aftermath
of a storm that hit the buildings on
Saturday afternoon, Jan. 27. Two
gigantic grey concrete pillars, a bit
fractured at the top, stood free
from the heavy load they once
bore. The hot sun scorched the
scattered pieces of the roof.
Though the lecture rooms and of-
fices were not affected by the
storm, the faculty dean, Samuel
Chinyoka, raised a concern about
safety.
“After the incident, I received

bulky mail from staff members re-
ally concerned about their safety
as they stated that they have lost
their confidence to be using the
building,” said Chinyoka. Slowly
swaying on his swivel chair and
slowly shaking his head, Phonen
Jackalas, Deputy Director of
Physical Planning at the Univer-
sity of Botswana, said, “This is a
sensitive issue, I cannot comment.
Investigations are still ongoing,
and the information is not yet to
be made public.
Jackalas told the February

2004 UB newsletter that the build-
ing consists of offices for the
dean, deputy dean, support staff,
lecture and committee rooms,
teaching and research space, the
professional outreach for interac-
tion with the corporate world and
the student area. The structure cost
P37 million to build and was com-
pleted in November 2004, accord-
ing to the newsletter. Chinyoka
said the building was only two
years old after completion by the
Murray and Roberts Company. He
said that the UB physical planner
sent the engineer to inspect the
whole building after it collapsed
as staff members using the build-
ing raised more complaints about
their safety. Stting on a bright blue
couch stretching his legs, he said,
“We have our confidence, as they
said we are safe, and it is my sin-
cere hope that nothing will hap-
pen.” One thing that he said
worried the whole department was

a disturbing noise from the roof.
The UB administration stressed
that the building was safe to use.
One administration member inter-
viewed did not want his name
used because he said the informa-
tion was confidential to the uni-
versity. He said he will comment
if the information will be made
public by the Public Affairs De-
partment. He said that people
should be aware that the building
did not collapse as some say.
“It was only the veranda and

the concrete gutters that were
blown away by the wind,” he said.
He said that after the storm they
assured safety to people using the
building after it was inspected by

the building engineer. Declining
to comment on what could be the
cause and the cost of the damage,
he said, “Investigations are still
ongoing, and I cannot disclose
anything because UB could end
up being sued by the construction
company as we can’t jump into
the conclusion before our insur-
ance company completes its in-
vestigations.” He said the period
the company agreed on with UB
to maintain the building for free
elapsed last year. Meanwhile, he
said the UB insurance company is
still investigating. Lecturer Klod-
wig Mgaya, who was inside the
building when it was hit by the
storm, said he is not worried about

his safety.
“I’m not really worried,” he

said. “The problem is that the part
that collapsed looks like the front
part which is also shaking and
may end up crashing.” He said on
that Saturday afternoon he was
busy in his office when he heard a
noise like something hitting the
building from the outside. The
building was shaking. A student
notified him that he saw rafters
flying by the window, and the
maintenance roof was down.
Mgaya said he did not really see
what happened, and only later
found the rear porch crushed.
Students said they are con-

cerned about the process of repair-

ing the building.
“I hope they are not going to

disturb us in classes during main-
tenance,” said Susan Monei, a
first-year student pursuing a de-
gree in accounting. She said that it
could be best for maintenance to
be done during the vacation
Chinyoka said the UB administra-
tion promised that repairs will be
done without disturbing the stu-
dents and officers.
“Despite the assurance of

safety by the UB administration,
seeing the debris of a crushed ve-
randa structure scattered behind
the building every morning, some
staff members will never be confi-
dent,” said Chinyoka.

Administration sorts out blame on business
building damage as users worry about safety

Cont. from Page. 6
individual regardless of na-

tionality as long as the candidate
has a convincing manifesto that
looks to deliver as far as elec-
torate’s needs are concerned,”
Tsiki insisted.
Tsiki says he believes that a

line must be drawn between the
politics of the country and those of
the university as these are differ-
ent audiences with different
needs.
Professor Osei Hwedie from

the Department of Political and
Administrative Studies of the uni-
versity agrees.
“Student politics go beyond

just party politics. The fact that the
campus is comprised of both in-
ternational and local students
translates into the understanding
that student politics cut across

inter-cultural issues and interac-
tions,” she said. “A replica of na-
tional political parties at campus
level means subscribing and de-
fending such political party’s prin-
ciples and manifesto. One does
not need party politics to mature
in politics,” she said.
Mushibe Eliud, a Kenyan stu-

dent pursuing a Masters in Sci-
ence, Chemistry, said he has
observed that international stu-
dents struggle in getting their is-
sues across, be it academic or
social. Eliud is the president of the
Kenyan Student Association. He
also moonlights as the Publicity
Secretary of the Graduate Student
Association. He said international
students need a platform to air
their views, as the current system
discriminates against international
students.

“Although the constitution of
the SRC says all bona-fide stu-
dents can stand for elections, the
current practice does not provide
for everybody to be on equal plat-
form to stand for elections. Stand-
ing as an independent candidate
against somebody who already
has the upper hand through the
party following does not grant any
balance at all,” he said.
Eliud revealed that the situa-

tion becomes more pressing par-
ticularly during times of crisis,
such as strikes and boycotting of
classes, when most local students
take refuge in their individual
homes. He said international stu-
dents are left in the cold. “There
are no standing policies in cases of
an emergency to accommodate
them,” he said. “Ironically this cri-
sis would have actually been as a

result of unresolved issues affect
ing the majority of students who
are locals, like the issue of al-
lowances which, in fact, does not
directly affect international stu-
dents,” he said.
He said he believes that inter-

national students have to form an
International StudentsAssociation
through which they would voice
not only their concerns but sug-
gestions to the relevant stakehold-
ers. Such an organization would
be helpful in formulating policies
that help in anticipating solutions
for future emergencies, he said.
Eliud suggested that the interna-
tional student association can op-
erate autonomously like the GSA
to allow it to be able to advocate
for its members at the decision-
making level.
Professor Hwedie suggested

that for the system to accommo-
date international students, the
SRC and international students
must communicate.
“Both international students

and SRC have to engage in a com-
prehensive dialogue to see how
best they can find a befitting solu-
tion,” Hwedie said. “An option
could be to have one seat in the
SRC strictly left for international
students to contest among them,
so that they can have representa-
tion in the decision making body,
if not revising the whole system at
all,” she said.
“Fortunately, the international

office was very cooperative dur-
ing the strike. But does it really
have to take incidences and situa-
tions for us to act, instead of put-
ting proper mechanisms in place
in an advance? ” Tsiki asked.
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Mabuze Makojoe, architecture student, observes the damaged business building. Part of the roof of the brand new build-
ing collapsed during a storm.

Photo by Tankiso Sephoso

International students
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By Abraham Mamela

After winning the freedom to
spend their meal allowances as
they see fit last year, some stu-
dents have turned their attention
to how they buy textbooks.

“Re batla madi a rona,” said
first-year information systems
student Mogakolodi Mongwato.
“We want our money.”

Some students said they be-
lieve that the Books Botswana is
more expensive than the competi-
tion. Goabaone Mooketsi, a sec-
ond-year social sciences student,
said “Fa ele gore bookstore di-
price tsa yone di justified. Bana
ba tlaa bowa ba reka teng.” If
Books Botswana is really less ex-
pensive, they would agree to (sup-
port a policy change that would)
give students hard cash, he said .
Students would still buy books
from Books Botswana due to ex-
pensive prices outside campus, he
said.

Mooketsi said the money that
students are being offered to buy
textbooks is only enough to cover
books for first semester. He said
he believed that this is because
Books Botswana is too expensive.

Last academic year, second
semester, students boycotted
classes because they wanted their
meal allowances to be credited
into to their bank accounts instead
of being credited into student
identity card accounts. They com-
plained about high prices in the
refectories, and they wanted the
freedom to eat elsewhere if they
wished. Now, some students have
begun to complain about the
prices of the UB books store.

Dipogiso Kealeboga, Minister
of Information of the Student
Representative Council, said the
issue of Books Botswana is simi-
lar to that of the refectory.

“The only difference is that
one deals with meals, the other
one deals with books.”

Director of Public Affairs
Samuel Moribame said it is UB
policy to credit student’s money
into the book store to enable them
to buy text books.

“Currently the university pol-
icy is that of crediting students’
accounts located in the bookstore
with access done through student
cards to enable them to obtain
textbooks. Where there are credit
balances at the end of the stu-
dent’s studies at the UB, due pay-
ment is made to such completing
students.” Moribame said. He
said that if any student has infor-
mation on the source of cheaper
text books in the open market,
they should feel free to provide
such information to Books
Botswana.

Kealeboga said this policy is
not fair because students are ma-
ture enough to buy books on their
own. “We are here for what we
are here for. That is learning,”
Kealeboga said.

Dipogiso said the SRC met
with Books Botswana manage-
ment, UB management and the

Ministry of Education in June
2006 to discuss the issue. Keale-
boga explained that the ministry
pledged to support whatever deci-
sion the other three parties agreed
upon.

“It means that if we (MoE,
UB management and SRC) agree
that students should be given hard
cash, MoE will support that deci-

sion. The problem raised is that
the manager is not at all willing to
(agree that the university should)
give the money in hard cash,” said
Kealeboga.

Kealeboga said that there has
not been any agreement between
Books Botswana and the SRC. He
said the negotiations had long col-
lapsed because the book store
manager was not willing to com-
promise.

“Students are continuing to
swipe from the bookstore. Person-
ally, I would have expected them
to boycott swiping if at all they
wanted their money in hard cash
until the money is credited into
their bank accounts,” Kealeboga
said.

But are the bookstore’s prices
really higher than the competi-
tion?

Kealeboga said the SRC sent
a delegation of four people, in-
cluding the SRC president, to
South Africa during the long va-
cation last year to compare prices.

“It was found that certain
books in (Books Botswana) were
less expensive,” said Kealeboga.

Books Botswana Managing
Director Andy Free said he does
not believe that the bookstore

prices are higher.
“All book pricing surveys that

have been carried indicate that we
are generally if not significantly
cheaper than other providers,”
Free said. Books Botswana prices
recently were compared to the
publisher price, Amazon and
Kalahari, and their prices were
found to be significantly more
competitive, he said.

In an effort to find out how
Books Botswana prices compare
to the competition, a UB Horizon
reporter compared the prices of
four textbooks selected at random
with two local book shops, Exclu-
sive Books in River Walk and
Botswana Book Center in the
Main Mall, and the leading online
book source – Amazon.com. It
was found that Books Botswana’s
prices were lower for each book
except one than those at the two
local book stores In one other
case, it matched a competetor’s
price.

Books Botswana’s prices were
less in one case and more in an-
other than Amazon.com, the
world’s largest online book seller.
Amazon didn’t carry two of the
books.

Is Books Botswana really expensive?

Name of the book and
Author

Books Botswana
Prices

( includes VAT)

Exclusive Books (in-
cludes VAT)

Botswana Book centre
(includes VAT)

Amazon.com (in-
cludes P97.50
std.shipping)

Effective Public Rela-
tions 9th edition. Scott
M. Cutlip

P485.66 P373.00 P805.00 P741.72

Television Production
13th edition Gerald
Millerson P449.66 P785.00 P526.00 P407.67

Accounting (an Introduc-
tion) Jaqui Kew P351.00 P351.00 P440.00 unavailable

Organic Chemestry, a
short course 12th edition
Hart Crane P323.00 P870.00 P1,208 unavailable

Onkemetse J. Bortnatelo, fourth year hu-
manities student shopping at Books Botswana.

Calculated at the exchange rate of $1=6Pula

The UB Horizon conducted a price comparism survey based on four
textbooks selected at random. Here is what we learned.

Page 12 UB Horizon Wednesday, March 21, 2007

Picture by Kabelo Kgwarapi



Page 13

By Baboki Kayawe

Twenty year-old Matilda
Mokotedi hails from Gantsi. She
is a first-year criminal justice stu-
dent. Like many first year stu-
dents, she attended this year’s
Fresher’s Ball. This is an annual
function held at UB to welcome
first-year students to varsity life.
It also promotes socialization
among students. Mokotedi said at
dusk everything was in order at
the amphitheatre, but things began
to change during the course of the
night.

“At around 2 a.m., the place
was fully packed with people,
among them were gangsters –
manyora,” Mokotedi said. “A
friend of mine and I were
searched by the gangsters, and
when they discovered that I did
not have cash or anything of
value, they caressed me. They
touched my breasts, and one of
them attempted to take off my
top,” Mokotedi said. She says she
considers such an act sexual ha-
rassment.

“Under the cover of darkness,
somebody threw a bottle at me. It
hit me, but I incurred minor in-

juries. I was lucky the bottle did
not hit my head,” she said with a
worrisome look. Mokotedi says
she did not report this incident to
the security officers.

“I did not report because I
feared they [the ganster] will
threaten my life in future,” she
said.

Matilda Mokotedi is one of the
many who have not received a
pleasant welcome at the Freshers
Ball

“We recorded about 13 cases
during the 2006-2007 Fresher’s’
Ball, and among these cases
crimes committed included com-

mon theft, especially of mobile
phones and cash, assault, mali-
cious damage to property and un-
lawful wounding. Of all the 13
cases only five arrests were
made,” said Mbinganyi Chirolo,
assistant protection supervisor at
UB Security.

“I think we were unable to
find the other culprits because in
many instances crime is commit-
ted by outsiders during this festi-
val, and it is hard to trace them,”
he said. Chirolo said the five that
were arrested were UB students.
There were no rape cases
recorded, “but this does not mean
that there were no rape victims
during the event; the thing is peo-
ple are reluctant to report rape
cases, and I think this is because
of shame and fear of stigma,” he
said.

“The Fresher’s Ball is a good
event, but the only problem with
it is that it lacks security,”
Mokotedi said. “The relevant au-
thority should try to reinforce it.
Security guards should be posi-
tioned all over the amphitheatre,
not only at the entrance and exit
points as it was last semester.”

Another first-year student who
attended the Freshers Ball, Baret-
senye Ketsaletse, 20, from
Serowe, attributed the violence
that took place at the amphitheatre
to too much alcohol consumption.
Though he was not a victim, the
law student said, “Lack of intense
security gives birth to all these un-
becoming acts. And it is this lack
of security that invites the pres-
ence of criminal subcultures of the
likes of manyora from all walks of
life.” As a solution to the anarchy,
he says liquor must be moderate.

‘There should be limited alco-
hol in order to harmonize people,
and the organizers should ensure
that alcohol is not sold at the am-
phitheatre but rather people bring
their own beer,” he said. Ket-
saletse added that punches should
be provided so that disposable
glasses can be used instead of bot-
tles, which are a danger to people.

“Everybody who enters
through the doors of the am-
phitheatre should be searched
thoroughly for possession of
harmful weapons as well as
drugs,” he said. Organizers of the
event need to review the entire
event and implement major secu-
rity measures, and police should
be part of the team, he said.

“Failing to review and come
up with better solutions, the
Freshers Ball should be stopped,”
Ketsaletse said. “This kind of re-
ception can blind some students,
more especially those who come
from strict families because they
are having a feel of freedom for
the first time.”

The Student Representative
Council (SRC) Minister of Enter-
tainment and organizer of the
event, Daniel Kazonda, said it re-
ceived sponsorship from the
Botswana Network on Ethics,
Law and HIV/AIDS, African
Comprehensive HIV/AIDS Part-
nerships, Ministry of Health and
Student Welfare Committee. Ka-
zonda confirmed that there was
excessive drinking at the event.

“Yes, there was too much al-
cohol, over 400 cases of beer,” he
said. Although no liquorcompany
sponsored the occasion, “We used
Windhoek larger for advertising,”
he said.

Security lapse at Freshers Ball

Photo by Justice Motlhabani

By Mahoko Tamajobe

Something was not right with
KeneniSeabe’s wardrobe.
The 23-year-old, final-year

Bachelor of Humanities student
paused for a moment trying to
make a recollection of what could
be wrong.

She said she could see
that something was missing from
the shelves, though it took some
seconds before she noticed that a
plastic bag containing P500 was
gone.

Seabe, one of this year’s
victims of theft on campus, said
the money was part of the funds
that were raised for the University
of Botswana Students’ Society
Against HIV/AIDS (SAHA).

On Feb. 2, Seabe’s
roommate, Pako Senane, decided
to take a quick shower. As usual

she took her small bucket that she
uses to carry her cosmetics,
locked the room and left for the
bathroom. She put her room keys
inside the bucket.

“When she was still
bathing, someone walked inside
the bathroom, but she did not see
who that person was as the shower
curtain was closed,” Seabe said.

Senane realised that the
keys were gone only after she had
finished bathing. Surprisingly, she
found the door to her room wide
open but without anybody inside.

She quickly noticed that
her cellphone was missing from
where she had left it. When she
opened her wardrobe, she said. It
was not properly arranged the way
she left it, with clothes all over.
Her money, P180, had also disap-
peared, said Seabe.

This incident brought to
nine the number of cases of theft

reported during the first two
months of this year. Acting Uni-
versity of Botswana Security
Services Manager, Ipelegeng Tso-
gang, said theft was common on
the university campus.

“We sometimes deal
with about 30 cases in one month,
and zero when the school is
closed,” he said.

Statistics from the UB
Security Office indicate that dur-
ing the academic year 2002-2003,
143 cases were reported. The
number increased to 148 the fol-
lowing year but dropped slightly
to 146 cases during 2004-2005 ac-
ademic year.

Tsogang said most of
these thefts were “opportunity
thefts” where the students or
members of staff fail to lock their
rooms or offices. He said there
were few instances where thieves
literally broke into rooms and of-

fices. Tsogang said thieves target
cellphones, ladies’ bags, computer
accessories, radios and jewellery,
which he said, “are easily sold to
the public for quick cash.” He ad-
vised the UB community to al-
ways lock their rooms and offices
whenever they leave, even if they
were going to be “right back.”

The hostels and offices
are patrolled at night by both se-
curity and crime prevention offi-
cers, Tsogang said. He added that
the security office has also intro-
duced an escort service with the
aim of escorting students and staff
members to their rooms and vehi-
cles after dark. This has been in-
troduced as a precautionary
measure because in the past, the
university had cases in which stu-
dents and staff members who
worked late were attacked and
robbed of their belongings.

Security records indicate

that during the 2003-2004 aca-
demic year, there were 14 cases of
muggings reported, and the fol-
lowing year the figures went
down to eight. The acting security
manager said that even though the
numbers are low, prevention is
better than cure, hence the intro-
duction of the escort service. He
advised the UB community to al-
ways inform the security office
whenever they want to work up to
late hours of the night so that they
escort them to their rooms or vehi-
cles.

Meanwhile, Seabe has
appealed to fellow students to
keep their belongings safe, and
their rooms securely locked at all
times to avoid being victims of
theft.

“Don’t ever part with
your room keys,” she warned.

Student belongings unsafe on campus

Tips on keeping your property safe

Local recording artist Stagga performing at the Fresher’s Ball. The function was held at night and some stu-
dents fell victim to assault, among other things.

UB THEFT FACTS:

Theft is the most common
crime on campus.

Most thefts occur in unlocked
and unattended hostel rooms
and offices, others happen in
the cafeteria, library and
classrooms.

Cell phones are usually the

target; money and sellable
items also fall within the tar-
get group.

Theft is the most difficult
crime for both security and
police officers to prevent, but
the easiest for you to prevent.

A thief needs only seconds to
steal what it takes you much
more time to acquire.

What can students do
protect their belongings?

Lock your room or office when-
ever you leave, even if you are
going to be “right back.”

Keep your belongings in safe
places and far from being
reached by any means.

When leaving a classroom, a
table in the library, or seat in the

cafeteria, coffee bar and labora-
tory, even if going away “for a
minute,” take your purse/wal-
let/handbag, flash drives and cell
phone with you.

Don’t assume that leaving your
books unattended will mean that
they will be there when you get
back. Books are an easily-stolen
item as well.

All packages should be hidden

when your car is left unattended.

Take extra security precautions
with your vehicle’s spare wheels.
They are a high-theft item as
well.

Keep guard on one another.
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UB Horizon Reporter
Kabelo Kgwarapi finds
out more about the
local hip-hop star, Scar.

Name: Thato Scar Matlhabaphiri

D.O.B: 23 October 1984

P.O.B:Molepolole

Home Village:Molepolole

Is there a difference between
Thato and Scar?

Yes, there is a difference.
Thato would like to be home
watching Liverpool and Arsenal
or Notwane and Flamingo Santos
than performing.
Scar is a performer; he loves the
energy his fans generate and most
importantly the music. He could
do that every day if that was the
case.

When did you start coming out
and sharing your skill?

There was a show on
Yarona FM where guys would
come and spit their rhymes, and
the best got to do a song on radio.
And after that everything un-
folded.

Who have you worked with to
get to where you are now? `

As far back as I could re-
member, Modisa, my manager,
had always been around even be-
fore he signed me. I would always
see this guy hanging around when
I do my recordings, and little did I
know that he wanted to manage

me, and he is good at it.

Many artists measure the suc-
cess of their music careers with
the record labels they get signed
to like Sony, BMG and other
great labels. Is this where Scar
would like to be sometime?

You know very well
what that means when you are at
that level, it’s not something that
I wouldn’t do if the opportunity
knocked. But I would like to say I
am happy where I am, and I am
growing in the industry, and most
importantly, I am learning a lot.

What else do you do when you
are not doing your music?

We own a clothing line,
Podi, and we are recently on a
joint venture with Zen Promotions
that we support each other in any-
way possible that her promotion
company and Podi clothing line
benefits, too.

What does your family think of
you as Scar?

My father, mother and
sister are just fine with it. My rel-
atives call me Scar, my mother
Mma Scar. Well of course there
are those times when you meet
with relatives you don’t know, like
there was this one time when
some girl pulled out her ID just to
show me that she has a Matl-
habaphiri last name, and some are
just shocked that I can actually do
this, and I’m known all over.

Do they support the great talent
we see, or are you all on your
own?

My family supports me a

lot, as you may know that I last re-
leased an album four years ago,
and most of the time they would
ask me what I’m doing about it,
when is the next one coming?
They buy my music, clothing, and
they make it to the shows.

What’s your greatest fear?
Losing my mother. I love

that woman to death. Her support
is unconditional. She can tell
when I really need something or

any kind of help.

Do you have loving moments, or
are you just a Morepa?

I do have someone spe-
cial. Her name is Lwazi, her
friends call her Miss Lwazi, and
she is a nice one.

Your greatest achievement?

How big the Scar name
has grown, my music, clothing

line, being able to be who I am
and dropping my second album.

Favorite car?

Range Sport Boss, what
ever you do to that car it still looks
nice, I just love it.

Favorite MC?

Buster Rhymes, because
every song he is on he rocks, and
it’s amazing how his skill over-
shadows his looks. Those who
know him will very well under-
stand what I am talking about. But
he is a big guy anyway, let’s not
forget that.

Favorite Producer?

It used to be Dre, but
now my hat goes off for Justin
Timberlake. He has shown great
growth in his music by producing
across genres of music and still
coming out good.

Favorite Radio Station?

Yarona FM 106.0. If it
wasn’t for the platform they laid
for people like us, I could have
been still out there trying to ex-
press my art hoping that someone
would just come and pick me up.
You guys at Yarona Rock too
much, and I like it.

What can you say about music
in Botswana?

Music is an art that all
who work with it need to be at it at
all time. Reading about what you
do can be an added advantage, but
if you fail to practice your art,
your growth will be slow. I do my
art in almost everything I do.

By C.S NTUMY:

Magic Seeds
By V.S Naipaul
Picador
London
2004
ISBN 0330 48520 2 HB
294 pages
Location: UB Library, Ground
Floor
Call No.: F NAI

Magic Seeds is V.S
Naipaul’s second novel
about Willie Chandran,

an Indian man trying to make
sense of his life after idling away
years in Europe and Africa. In-
spired by his sister’s passionate

talk of revolution, he decides to
return to his native country and
join a political movement that in-
tends to “liberate” the poor from
the shackles of post-colonialism.
But instead of becoming a free-
dom fighter, he finds himself
falling deeper and deeper into a pit
of violence, futility and despera-
tion.

The book’s title comes
from the story of Jack and the
Beanstalk. Jack traded his cow,
the last thing of value he owned,
for a handful of magic seeds that
changed his life forever. Willie is
looking for his own “magic
seeds,” something that will give
him a sense of purpose and iden-
tity and solve all his troubles. Is
the revolution his “magic seeds?”
Will he ever really know who he
is, or understand where he comes
from?

The answers to these
questions – and others – lie in the
novel, but an even more important
question is posed: do “magic
seeds” actually exist, or will
Willie, like many people, direct
his life towards a goal that is noth-
ing more than an illusion?

Horizon Stars: Thato “Scar” Matlhabaphiri
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Book review
By Mmoloki Gabatlhaolwe

TheUniversity Of Botswana
will send five students from
the second-year class to

study for eight weeks to one aca-
demic year in the United States at
three universities, Harvard, Kala-
mazoo and Pitzer, this year.

The opportunity is part
of the university’s effort to be-
come part of the world-wide intel-
lectual academic community,
according to Professor John
Holm, director of international ed-
ucation and partnerships at UB.

“We don’t want to be an
isolated university. We want to
give our students a chance to ex-
perience other universities in other
countries in order to develop cross
cultural skills,” Holm said.

He added that UB wants
to internationalise its program by
giving students the feel of the at-
mosphere of other universities
around the world, and they expect
the students to come back with
great abilities, a new awareness of
what is going on in other universi-
ties, a more international perspec-
tive and the ability to
communicate with other commu-
nities.

“The students will have

to reorganise their lives to cope
with a new society, a total chal-
lenge to personality and intellect,”
he said of those selected.

The Harvard Summer
Exchange is an eight-week pro-
gram during the long break. Har-
vard, located in Boston, is the
US’s oldest and most prestigious
university. The academic term
starts June 25 and endsAugust 17.

Kalamazoo and Pitzer
are small, liberal arts colleges.
They focus on the Humanities,
natural and social sciences. Kala-
mazoo is in southern Michigan,
while Pitzer is in southern Carli-
fonia. Kalamazoo’s year runs
from September to early June
while Pitzer’s is from mid-August
to mid-May.

Holm said he would like
to see students from all faculties
applying for this program, as it is
open to all disciplines.

“Botswana is highly
globalised, and the global system
affects everyone in their areas.”

He said the program
started in the 2006-2007 academic
year, with UB sending two stu-
dents to Kalamazoo: Pretty Seg-
wai of media studies and
Onkabetse Nkane of finance. He
said his office intends to start de-
veloping some international link-

ages with Japan and Korea soon.
“I am very enthusiastic

about the expansion of the pro-
gram. Each year it’s going to be
bigger.” Prof. Holm said. He high-
lighted that the one-year study is
part of the student’s four- or five-
year degree. He added that the
program is for one year because it
is important to have the exchange
and keep the cost low.

UB and its partner uni-
versities cover all the basic ex-
penses of the program. Currently,
there are 13 students from Euro-
pean andAmerican universities at
UB in this program. Holm said
every time they send students
abroad, they will have others com-
ing here. “That’s why it’s called
an exchange,” he said.

For eligibility for this
program, students must be en-
rolled full time at UB and must
have a GPA of 3.75 through the
first three semesters of their un-
dergraduate education.

In the application, stu-
dents must submit a one-page, sin-
gle-spaced essay explaining why
they are interested in participating
in one of the three exchange pro-
grams and what they hope to ex-
perience and achieve. The
application should be submitted to
the office of International Educa-
tion and Partnerships (108/149)
by 4 p.m. April 2.

Study in USA

Recording artist, Scar, is not just an artist. He has also ventured into the
fashion world with his popular clothing line.



By Tembezelani E. Pheko

Who are you?
I am Caine. A son, a brother, a

friend and an associate to many. Is
that good enough?

How old are you?
Old enough my friend, old

enough.
How would you describe

your self?
I am quite a reserved and

friendly person. Sometimes I am
more outreaching than reserved.
It’s just part of me, I guess. I also
believe in fear, respect, fairness,
equality & many more. In short, I
am just an ordinary Joe. I like this,
I don’t like that. I want this, I
don’t want that. Just like every-
body.

Likes?
Yep, many. I hate lies. I be-

lieve that if I tell a lie to save my
skin or that of someone close to
me, I will cause more harm to
someone else. Otherwise I like
swimming, poetry, watching ten-
nis, food (yes food), socializing,
dogs, sports and many things.

Can you tell us what you are
doing at UB?

I don’t know what I am doing
here. I have been here for quite
some time, and I am failing to un-
derstand that. Only kidding. I am

an Environmental Sciences & De-
mography major student.

How did you get to be a
swimmer?

Beats me. Back in the days,
many of my school mates died
from drowning in rivers, and my
mum took it as protection for my
life to ban me from getting close
to water sources. I started building
confidence by jumping in & out of

a hotel pool (a small pool that is).
Then in 2002, I started learning
how to swim seriously here at the
UB pool. I am still learning
though.

Competitions? and how did
you do?

Just a few. It started with the
UB galas. We call our competi-
tions galas, by the way. I took part
in three UB galas and was suc-

cessful in most of my races. I got
few position 1’s, 2’s, 3’s and even
consolation positions. For the UB
galas, our main competitors were
the Botswana Defence Force
(BDF) swimmers. I also took part
at the GGV11/ IGLAcompetitions
in Chicago last July. I came 1st and
3rd on my two races for my heats
but 12th & 15th overall. The latest
gala was the Botswana Swimming
Sports Association (BSSA) Na-
tional Invitational Gala. I got one
silver medal, and the rest I was
outside the medal positions. I have
been to other competitions like the
one held in Turkey in 2005 for
World University Games

Where do you see yourself in
the next five years?

I really don’t know, but I hope
I will be busy doing something
sports-related, preferably swim-
ming. If not, human rights cam-
paigning or poetry.

What is your take in human
rights?

Yes! I am one who believes in
human rights. I am a registered
member of Lesbian Gays & Bi-
sexuals of Botswana
(LEGABIBO), and I have done a
presentation on their behalf at the
Ditshwanelo’ minority groups
workshop in 2005. Last year I co-
facilitated a workshop teaching

the members of LEGABIBO on
life skills, but my topic of presen-
tation was sexual health

What advice can you give to
acquaphobes?

I really don’t know how to
help people overcome their fear
except to say swim where the
water is shallow and there are pro-
ficient people around who can
help you. One thing we should all
understand is that being a good
swimmer does not make you a
lifesaver, so if you want to help a
non-swimmer swim, use a shal-
low pool. Shallow pool allows
you to stand on your feet with
your neck sticking out of the
water. Remember, its not only the
depth of water that drowns people,
its also things like rough play in
the water, diving in shallow pools,
swimming when one feels not
well or drunk, or swimming under
repressing medication. Otherwise,
sir, swimming is a very pleasant
sport. If you fear, just start with
shallow water and remember,
NEVER swim alone.

What keeps you going?
“It’s possible” and “Don’t give

up.” Those are my two mottos.
My family and friends’ support is
also crucial for me.

Caine Kaene Youngman not just a swimmer
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Caine is one of UB and Botswana’s best swimmer

Sports

Photo by Kabelo Kgwarapi



By Carol Kgafela

Friday, Feb. 23, 2007:
Everything at the UB
campus had come to al-

most a standstill. The usual activ-
ity and noise of the students had
moved to the campus stadium. Ex-
citement was the word of the day,
everywhere you looked there were
students clustered together talking
loudly and laughing, or pulling
bags in every direction.

Yes, the spirit of intervarsity
was in the air. At least 700 stu-
dents had gathered at the UB sta-
dium for departure to the
intervarsity games, which were
this year held in University of
Swaziland in Manzini from Feb.
23-March 2. The games, which in-
volve the three BOLESWA uni-
versities in the SADC region, are
staged to encourage interaction
between the member countries of
BOtswana, LEsotho and SWAzi-
land.

The University of Botswana
sent out a total of 700 students to
the games, with 500 being athletes
in the different sporting codes and
200 being spectators. For the first
time in three years, the university
fed the athletes at these games.
The decision of the university had
gone down well with the students
who had been complaining of
having to feed themselves while
they were representing the school.

The UB team arrived early
Saturday afternoon. There wasn’t
much to be done on this day, ex-
cept the captains of the various
sports had to organize sleeping
space and mattresses for their
teams. Saturday and Sunday were
lazy days at the games, these days
had been set aside to give the var-
ious teams time to rest and famil-
iarize themselves with the
university. The games were sched-

uled to begin on Monday.
OnMonday morning, all roads

led to the Somhlolo national sta-
dium for the official opening cer-
emony. Teams were dressed in
their team colors and were waving
their flags. The Minister of Edu-
cation for Swaziland, Mr Themba
Nsibi, was the guest of honor for
the day. He gave a speech wel-
coming the Lesotho and Botswana
students to Swaziland and wished
everyone a happy sporting week.
The minister’s speech was fol-
lowed by the singing of the vari-
ous national anthems, after which
the games began.

The opening ceremony had,
however, taken longer than antic-

ipated, and this threw the organi-
zation of games off right from the
start. But because of good sports-
manship, the delay did not dis-
courage teams from participating
and playing whole heartedly even
though some teams had to wait as
late as midnight to begin playing.
The entire week was an exciting
sporting experience, with fierce
but healthy competition in all
codes.

According to UB Minster of
Sports Nonofo Othusitse, the UB
teams that participated in the
games did well, coming first with
a total of 12 gold medals, with
UNISWA coming a close second
with nine golds, and NUL trailing

with three gold medals.
“They did well, even though

the standard of sports seems to
have dropped when compared to
that in the last games in Lesotho,”
said Nonofo. He said that he was
disappointed that some of the
teams that were supposed to have
been defending their titles at these
games had underperformed and
had to settle for silver medals in-
stead of retaining their golds.
However, the minster said that he
was happy with the way the week
had gone because it was evident
that the games had managed to
achieve interaction and build
friendships among the three uni-
versities.

“It wasn’t only about the
games this time, but we were also
able to achieve unity between the
universities, which is something
we have been promoting for so
long,” said Nonofo.

One of the sports officers who
accompanied the UB team to
Manzini, Patrick Moesi, said that
the games went well although
they experienced a number of
shortcomings. According to
Moesi, the main problem in
Swaziland was venue and facili-
ties.

“They didn’t have enough fa-
cilities on campus. which meant
that we had to go out for other
games. Even with those facilities
that they had on campus, there
was always a problem of poor
planning,” he said.

According to Moesi, the multi-
purpose hall had been over-
booked, which had resulted in
disagreements about which sport
was supposed to be played at a
particular time. He cited an inci-
dent where the volleyball game
was still on and the taekwondo
teams started to align their mats
because it was their turn to use the
hall. However, Moesi has com-
mended the Swaziland team for
their efforts in accommodation
and overall running of the games,
which he says was better than
what they had experienced in
Lesotho.

Next year’s games will be held
in Botswana, and Moesi said that
he hopes that the games will run
smoother than in Swaziland be-
cause of the availability of facili-
ties on the UB campus.

“Venues won’t be a problem in
Botswana because we have all the
facilities on campus, and wont
have to go out to use facilities
elsewhere,” said Moesi.

Botswana rules at intervarsity

By Tankiso Sephoso

The 56-member Univer-
sity of Botswana
Choral choir was left

stranded for two days in Swazi-
land after this year’s intervarsity
games

The choir had no bus to trans-
port them back home after a
week-long tournament in which
they took the bronze medal for
their overall performance, accord-
ing to Students Representative
Council Minister of Sports
Nonofo Othusitse. The choir ar-
rived on campus on Saturday
evening 3rd March, almost two
days later than other students.

Nonofo revealed that the choir
was left behind in Swaziland be-
cause they refused to ride back in
the same bus they came in.

“The choir complained that
the bus was not in good condi-

tion,” Nonofo said. “They told us
that the bus was old. They said the
bus was not fit to travel 14 hours,
the distance between Botswana
and Swaziland. Seats were dilapi-
dated and not fit for athletes. Also
that the bus had no television set.”

The Department of Culture,
Sports and Recreation Director
Dr. Dele O. Akpata said that in-
deed they received the complaint
from the choir as they were about
to board to Swaziland. “As they
were about to board the bus, the
choir showed that they were dis-
satisfied with the bus. We told
them that that was the bus allo-
cated to them,” he said.

The director said that they told
the choir members that there was
no other bus that could be given to
them at that time. “We assured
them that according to the certifi-
cate of fitness the department re-
ceived from maintenance through

the transport department, the bus
was fit for the journey. There was
much reluctance from them. As
the bus moved to collect some of
the stalls we were to display in the
intervarsity they started running
after the bus thinking that the bus
was leaving them. Then they
board the bus.”

Nonofo further added that the
bus later broke down in Swaziland
while transporting the choir from
Mbabane campus to Kwaluseni
campus of the University of
Swaziland.

“The old bus is popularly
known as “mma di-coupon” is
unsafe and misfit for long jour-
neys,” he said. He also said the
chairperson of the choir informed
the SRC while in Swaziland that
before they could board the bus
from Botswana the previous
week, the choir lodged a com-
plaint with the Department of

Sports and Culture that they
would not ride in such a bus. “The
chairperson told us that instead the
department promised the choir
that they will be given another bus
to transport them back home.
Therefore they decided to boycott
the bus as they were promised an-
other bus,” he said.

“We tried to intervene by per-
suading the choir to split the mem-
bers to other buses. At least that
appeared as the temporary solu-
tion to get them home so that the
SRC could attend to the matter
when we arrive back at school,”
he said. “But they told us that
other athletes had been together in
their own separate vehicles, but
they are treated like second best.”
The minister said

Dr. Akpata dismissed the
claim that the choir members were
promised another bus. “We could
not promise any bus because there

were no buses available. Depart-
ment of transport had told us that
the alternative bus of the univer-
sity had been transporting people
fromArcheology to South Africa.
I further called people from my
department in a meeting with the
choir present to publicly disclose
the person whom the choir said
promised them another bus. They
could not pinpoint the person who
promised them another bus!” he
emphasized. “Why wouldn’t the
choir be adamant in their decision
to boycott the bus in Botswana
like they did in Swaziland if they
felt so strongly about the issue?”
he wondered.

Laba Mokete, the chairperson
of the choir, told UB Horizon that
he was not prepared to reveal any-
thing to the media yet. He had
promised to get back to UB Hori-
zon before this publication but did
not.

Choral Choir left stranded in Swaziland
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UB stand at the just ended intervarsity in Mbabane Photo by Mino




